Ten Questions to Diagnose Your Spiritual Health
Question 6: Do You Delight in the Bride of Christ?

Jesus, the Son of God, God Himself, came to dwell on this earth for more than 30 years because of His love for His Bride.  He came to live, suffer, and die for His Church (Ephesians 5:25-27).  As those who are indwelt by the Spirit of Christ and are a part of His Bride, do we delight in His Bride in like fashion?  Do we love our brothers and sisters in community (1 John 3:14)?  Another insightful question to diagnose our spiritual health is, “Do we delight in the Bride of Christ?”  
Do You Delight in Her Willingly?

All of us that are here tonight, plus all of us that gather for morning worship, come to this congregation for a reason.  Do we come because we ‘ought’ or because we ‘want.’  ‘Ought’ includes parental training (alone), family expectation, habit (alone), conscience, or duty (alone).  ‘Want’ entails delight, joy, and love.  ‘Want’ is demonstrated in the life of David when he penned Psalm 16:3 and Psalm 122:1.  ‘Want’ is a desire birthed within us by God upon our conversion that is fostered through discipleship and consistent fellowship with the saints.  ‘Want’ is fellowship with the saints even when the NFL or a hobby conflicts.  It doesn’t mean that we will always delight in each individual who is part of our fellowship all the time, but we will still delight in our corporate experiences and labor.
Do You Delight in Her Company?

We should delight in the company of the saints because we can experience God among His people in ways that we cannot as individuals.  God dwells among His people in a special way (1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16-18; Eph. 2:21-22).  We can be “delighted in Him in them” (86).  This does not mean that we will experience elation each time we gather with the saints.  We still sin and others still sin.  But even in these encounters with God’s people, God is at work in us to bring about maturity.  In that we can find joy.
Do You Delight in Her Activity?


Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:33 to “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.”  If we are to be Kingdom-seekers, we must be involved in and delight in the work of the Church.  Though the Kingdom of God is not fully contained in the Church, the Church is the primary agent to bring about God’s Kingdom on this earth.  So if we are to be Kingdom people involved in Kingdom activity, we are to be people involved in the life of the church…people who delight in the life of the church.  Hear the words of Paul: 2 Timothy 2:10.  Kingdom work is not always easy.  But it is fruitful and lasting.
Expressing Your Delight


Though we are all sinners in the church, we are also saints because of our redemption in Christ Jesus (Psalm 16:3; 1 Corinthians 1:2).  And we are to delight in the people who are the church because Christ delights in them (us).  How can we better express our delight in the saints of God?
1. We must grow to see the bride of Christ and her work more as Jesus sees her.  We must have the eyes of faith to see Christ at work among us.  We must have the eyes of faith to see the lasting work that Christ does among us.  We must see the church as the ones who will dwell with us (and Christ) for eternity.  Our spiritual vision with regards to the church must increase in strength rather than fail (like our physical vision).

2. We must demonstrate our delight in the Bride of Christ in tangible ways.  We must place a high priority on the people and labor of the church.  We must seek ways that our church needs help and be willing to meet those needs according to our ability and availability.  We must labor in current ministries that need to endure, and create ministries that should but do not yet exist.

Most of all, we must remember that God takes pleasure in His people (Psalm 149:4), so we must as well.
