A Weekly Study on the Spiritual Disciplines
Based on Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life, by Don Whitney

Week 6: Evangelism
Scriptural basis: Matthew 5:14-16; 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:14-16; Romans 1:16-17; 10:14-17; 
2 Corinthians 2:14-17
• “I’m sure I don’t know a single Christian who would boldly say, ‘I’m as evangelistic as I should be.’” (B99)
• “Evangelism is to present Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit to sinful people, in order that they may come to put their trust in God through Him, to receive Him as their Savior, and serve Him as their King in the fellowship of His Church.” (B100)

• Evangelism is an act of worship because it is an expression, directed toward others, of our burden to express the worth of God.
• “Some Christians believe that evangelism is a gift and the responsibility of only those with that gift.  They appeal to Ephesians 4:11 for support….He calls all believers to be His witnesses.” (B101)

• Some perceived hindrances to sharing our faith are a lack of Bible knowledge, fear of rejection, the fear of “messing up” such a serious matter, or the weight of our own sin.
• We are not “evangelistic failures…when we present Christ and His message and they turn away in unbelief.” (B103)  Remember Jesus in Matthew 19:16-22.

• “The power of evangelism is the Holy Spirit…He gives us the power to witness.” (B103)  The Holy Spirit will empower us to witness “in ways and methods compatible with (our) personality, temperament, spiritual gift, opportunities, etc.” (B104)

• “We can be confident that some will believe if we will faithfully and tenaciously share the Gospel.  It is the Gospel that is the power of God for salvation and not our own eloquent power or persuasiveness.” (B104-5); Romans 1:16-17
• “Evangelism is a discipline in that we must discipline ourselves to get into the context of evangelism…not just wait for witnessing opportunities to happen.” (B106); Colossians 4:5-6
• “No matter how well we live the Gospel, sooner or later we must communicate the content of the Gospel before a person can become a disciple of Jesus.” (B111)

Discussion Questions:

• Since evangelism is empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you believe God can use your words in the salvation of others?
• What does 1 Peter 2:9 say relating to the discipline of evangelism?
• What ways can you build deeper relationships with some non-believers in your life?

• What sins in your life are creating an obstacle in your willingness and ability to witness?

• How does our pursuit of godliness through the spiritual disciplines relate to our credibility before others in witnessing for Christ?
Practical Applications:
• One way to turn the conversation toward spiritual matters is to ask the person how you can pray for him.
• “Since there are no perfect people, there are no perfect witness...(but) we need to do what we can to eliminate any sin that makes our words look inconsistent.” (B112-3)

• Commit yourself to at least one way of intentional evangelism in the near future.

• Pray that God will guide you to at least one person who is hungry for the truth of God.

• As part of your discipline of Bible memorization, memorize a few (or more) verses that are helpful in sharing the Gospel to a nonbeliever.
B=Whitney’s original book
G=Whitney’s study guide
