Ten Questions to Diagnose Your Spiritual Health
Question 5: Do You Have a Growing Concern

For the Spiritual and Temporal Needs of Others?

Christianity has no parallel when it comes to its transformative power in the world through a concern for people and their needs.  Hospitals.  Education.  The abolition of slavery.  Humanitarian aid.  All of these have been the direct result of a Christian love of neighbor.  But now is no time to rest on our laurels.  In this world of sin, decay, and need, we must continue to meet the physical and spiritual needs of those around us.  So a natural question to diagnose our individual and congregational spiritual health is, “Do we have a growing concern for the spiritual and temporal needs of others?”
The Biblical Near-Balance

Jesus has brought in His Kingdom to redeem humanity in a holistic manner, both physically and spiritually.  Jesus has come to restore what was broken in the Fall.  As a result, Kingdom people should also delight in meeting the needs of others to point to the restoration found in Christ (Acts 4:33-34; Galatians 2:10; James 2:15-16).  But the thrust of Scripture and God’s redemptive plans remind us to keep an appropriate priority with physical and spiritual needs.  Physical needs are important and must not be ignored (the danger of evangelicals); but spiritual needs are more important and cannot be forgotten (the danger of liberal protestants).  This is what Don Whitney terms “the biblical near-balance.”
In the Life of Jesus: John 10:10; Matthew 8:14-17; Mark 6:34-44;
In the Life of Christian Heroes:
Ulrich Zwingli – Theological Reformer who transformed monasteries into orphanages 

George Whitefield – itinerant preacher that devoted much of his income to an orphanage in Georgia

William Carey – pioneering missionary who helped outlaw child sacrifice and widow burning in India

George Muller – an example of prayer and faith who educated orphans in England

Charles Spurgeon – the Baptist “Prince of Preachers” who built 17 homes for elderly widows, an orphanage for children, and presided over 66 ministry organizations over his tenure.

Franklin Graham – international preacher who heads up Samaritan’s Purse
Growing From Here

Am I out of balance on this divine near-balance?  Do I emphasize either the physical or spiritual needs of others, to the exclusion of the other?  Do I have a growing concern for the needs of others?
1. Let us pray to the One who has given us spiritual sight through Christ to see the needs of those around us.  The needs are great around us.

2. All of us have needs…even if we have all the physical provision we need.  We are always people of spiritual need, so let us meet those needs in community.  Let us see others’ needs, and let us ask for help if we are in need.

3. Meet the needs that you see.  If our joy is rested in God, we will have the provision to meet the needs that God brings across our path (Matthew 22:37-40; John 13:3-5).
4. Let us actively seek out the needs of others, always remembering that the most pressing need of everyone is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
