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Valentine’s Day is here again.  Valentine’s Day is not the only day where we express our love to our significant other, but surely it is an important one.  We ignore the rituals of the day at our own peril.  Flowers, candy, and a nice dinner are staples of the day, though other expressions of love are not uncommon.  Valentine’s Day provides an opportunity for couples who love each other every day of the year to express that love in a significant fashion, even if we are suspicious that the holiday was made up by the greeting card companies.

This year, as in years past, First Baptist Church, is using Valentine’s Day as an opportunity to reflect upon God’s love for us, our love for God, and our love for each other.  During our Valentine’s Supper, the church shared a meal, had fun, and reflected upon the message of the Bible concerning love.  The Bible tells us that all of the requirements of God are summed up in two commands of love.  Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  Leviticus 19:18 says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  From these two commands stem all the commandments that God requires of us.  What the Bible also shows us, however, is that humans never fulfill these two commands perfectly.  In other words, humans never love God perfectly and humans never love each other perfectly.  The result of this disobedience to God is separation from Him and condemnation.

That is where God’s love for humanity comes in.  “While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8)  God, in his love for humanity, became the God-man called Jesus Christ and lived a perfect life to fulfill all of the law.  Jesus then died a cruel death on the cross to pay for the sins of people.  Now Jesus Christ possesses his resurrected body, and serves as the only means for access to God.

This is our commandment now, “that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another.” (1 John 3:23)  We cannot love God on our own, but if we have our heart made new by His Spirit and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, we can love God and our neighbor as we ought.  This is the truth of the Bible: “We love because He first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)

