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The Ten Commandments have served as a lightning rod of controversy over the past decade in cities, counties, and states all across the country.  People have been debating the questions, “Do the Ten Commandments serve as a basis for our law in America?” and “Should we post the Ten Commandments in public places?” among others.  Being new to town, I do not know the history of the debate in Mt. Vernon, but I have noticed that the Ten Commandments are posted on the town square, as well as on a few private property sites.  Locally, the public has decided that the Ten Commandments are important, and I would agree.

In my opinion it is undeniable that the Ten Commandments have served as a benchmark for legal systems throughout Western Civilization.  These ten words from God sum up human morality and ethics like no other document or holy text.  Though many civilizations may not explicitly use the Ten Commandments as part of their law, certainly culture has been widely influenced directly or indirectly by this text from Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.

The Ten Commandments serve as a tutor not only for many world leaders and governments, but they also serve as a tutor for all of humanity, pointing to the need for Jesus Christ.  The Ten Commandments teach us that no one can fulfill the requirements of God for fellowship with Him.  No matter how much we may revere the Ten Commandments, all of us disobey the requirements of these commandments on a daily basis.  We often have gods that we put before Him, whether it is money, relationships, or ourselves.  We often invoke the name of the Lord for situations that do not please Him.  We often have an overwhelming desire for the blessings of others.  The list goes on and on.  In short, the Ten Commandments serve only to condemn us, not vindicate us.

The Ten Commandments teach us that we cannot find salvation in our own actions. Rather we only find salvation in the one person who did perfectly fulfill the requirement of the law: Jesus Christ.  Galatians 3:23-24 says, “Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.”  The Ten Commandments along with the rest of the law of God condemns us, but faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and a life of obedience saves us, according to God’s grace.

The Ten Commandments can serve as a legitimate basis for governments, but they do not save us.  Our fervor for the Ten Commandments in the public square will not justify us before God.  Our only hope for salvation and eternal fellowship with God is through His Son Jesus Christ.

