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What do you think is the priority for Mt. Vernon’s future growth and development?

At the end of May, my wife and I received the future development survey sent out by the City of Mt. Vernon as administered by Bernardin, Lochmueller & Associates.  I was pleasantly surprised that we had received two surveys so that both my wife and I could fill out one independently.  We sat down at the dinner table that day, filled out the form, and then compared our answers.  Our answers were generally the same, though the strength of our agreement or disagreement may have differed slightly.  We then were able to discuss the questions themselves, the rationale for our answers, and the likelihood that the city would proceed in the direction we would hope.  Does your household contain a similar story?  Did you fill out your survey and mail it in?

Compare your thoughts on the survey to mine.  For some of the questions, I was passionate.  I really would like the city to expand the riverfront area so that it would be considered an attraction for the county (and beyond).  The city should encourage, as much as it is in their power to do so, retail services.  I would love to have bikeways and walkways throughout the city, both for recreation and practical purposes.  I would also love to see improvements in the sidewalk system, though I realize that this can be a costly venture.

For some of the questions, I felt that I did not know enough to answer them in an informed fashion.  I do not know if the city needs “to expand elderly living residences.”  I do not know if the city needs to improve the storm water drainage facilities.  I do not know the advantages and disadvantages of growth through annexation.


What are your thoughts?  Are you as passionate about the riverfront area or the bikeway improvement?  Do you know more about our elderly living residences, our storm water drainage facilities, or annexation?  Then pass those thoughts along.  Not to me necessarily, though I welcome your thoughts.  I am not a policy maker.  Pass those thoughts along to our elected city officials.  Pass them along in a cordial and earnest manner.  Pass them along so that the City of Mt. Vernon can travel in an intentional, progressive direction, rather than a direction of neglect and decay.  And support these initiatives when they are implemented through use, care, and continued discussion.

