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In July 2008, at least one member of a Colombian military force wore the garb of the Red Cross in order to free 15 hostages from local rebels.  The insignia of this neutral humanitarian organization provided enough of a diversion to allow the rescue mission to be successful.  In one respect, this tactic was nothing new.  Normal military strategy involves diversion, misinformation, and misleading tactics in order to achieve the desired victory.  In another respect, however, this tactic was dangerous and illegal according to international law.

According to the Geneva Conventions, military personnel are not allowed to present themselves as a worker of the Red Cross.  Use of the Red Cross logo for deception could endanger future humanitarian workers who provide aid in military conflicts, since they could be deemed military combatants.  Most countries have decided that the price is too high in using the Red Cross as a means of deception considering the valuable service they provide across national borders.  The Red Cross logo is reserved for the Red Cross.

I wish that this were true for the Cross of Jesus Christ as well.

A member of my congregation received an informational packet from the Church of Scientology just recently.  Perhaps you have as well.  Scientology has become more prominent in recent years through the careers of Tom Cruise, John Travolta, and others.  The Church of Scientology sent out this packet to recruit for their volunteer ministry that provides aid after natural disaster and even acts of terrorism.  Though not disturbing in light of our country’s freedom of religion, I did find one aspect of their literature very disturbing: the prominent display of the Cross.

The Cross of Jesus Christ has traditionally been reserved as a symbol of the beliefs and practices of Christianity.  Christ’s death on the Cross is the central work in which Christians find eternal and abundant life through Christ alone.  Other religions have their symbols, but the Cross stands for Christianity.  The problem with Scientology using the Cross as a symbol is that Scientology is not Christianity.

Among other things, Scientology teaches: reincarnation; a future disembodied, godlike existence for humanity; all humans are basically good; there is no absolute right and wrong; salvation is earned by good works; and all humans are in some sense part of god (panentheism).  The Bible, the sacred text of Christianity, teaches none of these things.


Do not be misled by Scientology’s prominent display of the Cross of Jesus Christ.  The Cross of Jesus Christ teaches us that we have one life (Heb. 9:27), that no one is righteous before the Holy God (Romans 3:10), that a judgment with God’s absolute standard is coming (Acts 17:31), and that our only hope for reconciliation with God is through a complete trust in the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 3:22ff).  Only in the forgiveness found in Christ can we have the joy of eternal peace with God.  “Not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Eph. 2:9)

