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Christian books on discerning the will of God could easily fill a bookshelf.  At one level this is good.  A large enough segment of the population longs to know the will of God for their life that publishers continue to publish books on this topic.  At another level, however, the large number of contributions is a negative indicator.  It seems to indicate that most of us are not getting any closer to actually finding the will of God.

Recently I read a contribution to this subject called Right People, Right Place, Right Plan: Discerning the Voice of God.  Written by Pastor Jentezen Franklin, this work seeks to help the reader develop discernment in hearing the voice of God in everyday life.  Does this book live up to its billing?

On a positive note, the author does make some salient points in his book.  Franklin highlights the importance of patience in prayer (115), godly manhood (145), and sexually faithful marriages (153ff), among other things.  I particularly appreciated his discussion of the dangers that can hurt a marriage.  However these positive aspects do not outweigh the overall message of the book that actually serves to obscure the voice of God.

First, the primary will of God for humanity receives little or no treatment in the book: repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  In one discussion with a person where the Gospel seemed necessary, Franklin seems to sidestep, at least in his recounting of the story, this most important topic (64). The author changes Ephesians 2:10 from a verse on the blessings of salvation to a verse on the blessings of simply being created (78).  In addition, the entire book (apparently) assumes a Christian reader but does not make this clear.  I fear that a non-Christian would receive false comfort in promises only meant for a Christian, reinforced by the lack of a Gospel discussion.

Second, the author minimizes the primary place for finding the will of God, the Bible, and focuses on subjective impressions instead.  On several occasions, the author claims that the Holy Spirit gives insight into situations, while never connecting this insight to the Scripture (19, 22, 34, 74, 109).  However, the Holy Spirit that dwells within Christians gives insight by means of the Scripture in which He inspired.  Franklin is open about the errors that occur in trusting in impressions (26ff, 36), but he fails to realize that trusting in impressions itself is an error.  Franklin’s minimization of the Bible is only reinforced by his constant misinterpretation and misapplication of Scripture passages.  Though examples abound, two stark ones are Hosea 5:12 and Psalm 68:6, in which he completely ignores the context in determining their meaning (21, 190).

To know the will of God, Christians must labor in the Word of God, the Bible, while enlightened by the Holy Spirit.  There is no shortcut.  Contact me at 838-2187 or pastor@fbcmtvernon.org with your name and address to receive a free copy of Found: God’s Will by Pastor John MacArthur, a much surer guide on finding God’s will.
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