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1 Thessalonians 2:1-12


The message came in power.  In Chapter 1 of 1st Thessalonians, Paul encouraged the believers at Thessalonica by thanking God for the powerful result that the Gospel had produced in their lives.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ produced faithful witnesses for all of Macedonia and Achaia to see.  But that was not all that Paul wanted to communicate.  In addition, Paul wanted to reassure the Thessalonians that he, Silvanus, and Timothy had proclaimed this powerful Gospel with God-honoring motives and selflessness.  The messengers came in purity.


Though it is not certain, some citizens of Thessalonica may have been encouraging and spreading malicious reports concerning the ministry of Paul and his companions.  Had Paul and his companions really come for the good of the Thessalonians?  Didn’t Paul preach for his own selfish motives, including greed and self-exaltation?  Didn’t Paul distort the message, or fabricate the message entirely, for his own personal ends?  In order to discredit the Gospel message, these citizens tried to discredit the Gospel messengers in the eyes of the Thessalonians.  


Paul knew of the important connection between the ministry of the Gospel and the minister of the Gospel.  In Chapter 2, Paul defends the ministry of him and his companions and the message that they proclaimed.  Paul does not want a hint of doubt in the minds of the Thessalonians concerning the message that they brought or the way in which they brought it.  Paul forcefully writes that Paul and his companions came without “error or impurity or any attempt to deceive” (v3).  They also came without “words of flattery” or “a pretext for greed” (v5).  They could come without these traits because they did not come seeking “glory from people” (v6) or “to please man” (v4).  Rather they came “to please God who tests (their) hearts” (v4).  As a result, Paul and his companions came with “boldness” (v2), sharing the “gospel of God” and themselves (v8).  They came with the unadulterated Gospel of Jesus Christ, even foregoing the rights of God’s ministers to receive compensation for their work.  Instead they “worked night and day, that (they) might not be a burden to any of (them)” (v9).  The Gospel message came in power and the Gospel messengers came in purity.


Christians…we, as individuals and as congregations, have a responsibility to learn from pure Gospel messengers that proclaim the powerful (and pure) Gospel message.  All Christians in America have an unprecedented amount of “Christian” resources from which to learn and receive edification, like Christian bookstores, Christian music, Christian radio, Christian conferences, Christian speakers, Christian movies, Christian television, etc.  But be warned.  Not all that is labeled Christian is actually Christian.  Not every book in the Christian bookstore is actually honoring to God and His Son, Jesus Christ.  Not all “Christian” resources proclaim the powerful Gospel message by way of pure Gospel messengers.  May we test everything according to the inerrant, sufficient Word of God.  Test the books, the music, the radio talk-show hosts, the conferences, the movies, the television stations (e.g. TBN).  Even test our ministers and teachers.  Test our ministers according to the Word of God and make sure that they are “faithful ministers” like Tychicus in Colossians 4:7.  Not perfect, but faithful.  Make sure that we are ingesting the (pure) powerful Gospel message from pure Gospel messengers, and communicating that same Gospel message to those around us.  For the glory of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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