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Skepticism.  Exploitation.  Despair.  Disbelief.  All of these words aptly describe the inhabitants of Narnia in the new movie Prince Caspian due for release this Friday, May 16th.  Peter, Susan, Edmund, Lucy, and Aslan all return to the movie screen this week in the second installment of the Chronicles of Narnia, the movie adaptations of     C. S. Lewis’ beloved book series written over 50 years ago.  Introduced to modern moviegoers in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (2005), the Pevensie family returns to Narnia to find a world much different than the one they left.  With many years having passed, Narnia is ruled by a tyrannical king, is full of people that doubt the previous existence of a peaceful Narnia, and is full of people that even doubt the existence of the Great Lion Aslan.  The four children unite with Prince Caspian, the rightful heir to the throne, and other hopeful creatures to retake Narnia from Miraz and his loyal subjects.

Skepticism.  Exploitation.  Despair.  Disbelief.  These words aptly describe the inhabitants of planet Earth today as well.  Much of humanity does not manage the world as we were commissioned to do (Genesis 1-2).  Much of humanity does not believe in the One True God who gives hope and meaning to life (Romans 15:13).  Much of humanity does not value obedience to God’s mandates more than their own safety and selfish pleasures (Hebrews 5:8).  Much of humanity does not believe in a God that will make all things new because of His grace and mercy (Revelation 21:5).  Much of humanity does not believe in the resurrection and the eventual return of One called Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:23).  As a result, humanity in the 21st century appears a lot like Narnia.

Which side are you on?  The side with Peter, Susan, Edmund, Lucy and Prince Caspian that believes in the truth, power, joy and redemption found in Aslan (Jesus Christ)?  Or the side with Miraz, Nikabrik, and others that doubts the existence of a renewed Narnia (New Earth) and the return of Aslan (Christ)?  Be sure to stay for the entire movie so you can see that hope, joy and victory come for one side and not the other.

