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“They have healed the wound of (the) people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace.”

I was reminded of these words from Jeremiah 6:14 when I read about the weekend event held on September 22-23 in New Harmony, IN, promoting peace.  In Jeremiah’s day, these words served to indict the religious leadership concerning the false comfort they provided their people.  I am fearful that this event has done the same.

No one would deny that this world is filled with turmoil and strife.  From large-scale war to family discord, we experience the effects of our own sinful choices at every turn.  The discord is certainly immense, but it is worse than many think.  We not only lack peace with each other, but we also lack peace with God.  Due to our rebellion against God and his precepts, humanity is at odds with God and His prescribed purposes.  In fact, our foundational problem is not strife with each other (though that is a problem), but our continuing strife with God (Gen 3; Rom 1-3)
So the real question comes, “How do we have peace with God, along with each other?”  Do we establish peace by planting peace poles?  Walking a labyrinth?  Ringing chimes?  Dancing?  Or even interfaith dialogue or looking within ourselves?  The answer of the Bible is a resounding, “No!”  We have peace with God when we have faith in Christ, who paid our penalty on the cross (Rom 5:1); when we trust only in the Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6); when we are ruled by the one who brings peace to the nations (Zech 9:10); when we follow Christ in the way of peace (Luke 1:79); when we find forgiveness in Christ, who brings the good news of peace (Acts 10:36; Eph 6:15); when we are reconciled to God the Father by the peace-giving blood of the cross (Col 1:20).

In addition, we only can have true peace with each other when we all confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil 2:10-11) and exhibit the fruit of the Spirit, which includes peace (Gal 5:22); when Christ breaks down the wall of hostility that once existed as He unites us in peace (Eph 2:14).  Of course, people with different beliefs about God can respect one another, forsaking the mistakes of history.  But true peace must first start with peace with the one true God, as He reveals Himself in the Bible.  And true peace with God is only found in the salvation provided by Jesus Christ.

“For you are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape” (1 Thess 5:3).  The time is short.  Find lasting peace by following Christ today.
