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During the television coverage of Hurricane Ike a few weeks ago, some alarming statements from local officials were reported.  Local law enforcement and emergency personnel announced that during the landfall of Ike on the Houston and Galveston areas, no 911 service would be available.  Also during landfall, no rescue efforts would be possible.  In the words of a local official, if you don’t leave the area, “you are on your own.”

Many of us are shocked at the idea that these basic emergency services would not be available, even during a Category 3 hurricane.  Modern American culture has programmed us to expect a “back-up” plan for everyone in our society, whether that “back-up” plan is financial, medical, or social.  The thought of no other recourse and no other resource boggles our mind.

Events like Hurricane Ike, Hurricane Katrina, and others, as tragic as they are, serve to highlight an important spiritual truth that applies to all of humanity, whether American or not.  One day all of our resources will run out…all but One.  Despite all our medical advances, we will all one day take our last breath on this earth.  Despite all our affluence, we will all have to leave our money behind.  Despite all our safety devices, none of us can finally protect ourselves from death.  Despite our social networks, we will all have to leave family and friends behind.  Our “back-up” plans only serve to delay the inevitable, and sometimes they don’t even do that.

What will be our recourse when we face our Holy Creator before His judgment seat?  What resource will help us stand before the righteous God against whom we have rebelled?  Money?  Good works?  Influential friends?  None of these will carry any weight in the eyes of the God of Justice.  No resource will be accepted except the blood of Jesus Christ.

Only those who have repented of their sins and trusted in Christ alone will be able to stand before the loving Father.  Only those who have had credited to their account the merit of Christ in His life, death, and resurrection will have a resource that will not pass away or fail.  All other resources will perish; a relationship with Christ alone endures.


As a society, we want to be merciful in providing “back-up” plans for those in need.  We want to help people financially, medically, and socially.  But we must stop being distracted by our 24-hour resources, and remember that God, through His Son Jesus Christ, is our first and last resource.  We are not ultimately in control, but we can be reconciled to the One who is in control through the Lord Jesus Christ.

