A Religion Not Empty
James 5:7-11 — Be the Farmer!

  Christians are often not in positions of influence or affluence.  Sometimes that submission or poverty is a direct result of their confession of faith.  James’ congregations seem to be suffering under the oppression of affluent contemporaries who use their influence for evil toward Christians (5:1-6).  What was James’ plan of action for these righteous poor?  Emboldened riot?  Defamatory speech?  An inter-congregational blame game?  None of these.  Not so surprising for an unashamed follower of Jesus Christ.
The Patience of the Farmer

James’ plan of action…patience (v7-8).  Though these rich oppressors are certainly blameworthy for their actions (5:1-6), James knows that their persecution is not the final word.  One day, perhaps very soon, the Lord will come.  And when He returns, justice will be done and blessing will come for the saints (Matthew 24:36ff; 1 Thessalonians 3:13).  So these Christians must choose the path of patient endurance (cf. 1:2-4).  Just as the farmer, as a normal course of action, has to wait for the proper time to harvest, so must these Christians wait.  And so must we.  We may or may not suffer under economic persecution, but all Christians face evil because of our faith.  What will be our recourse?  Bitterness?  Gossip?  To answer injustice with injustice?  James exhorts us to patience…for the Lord is near.  In the meantime, we must strengthen our hearts (stand resolute) so we will be found faithful.
Patience with Fellow Christians

In the midst of pressure and persecution, we not only have the tendency to lash out at the persecutor.  We also have the tendency to lash out at those closest to us.  “The tight corner and the loose tongue go together.” (Matthew 26:69-74; Motyer, 175)  This includes fellow church members (v9).  “The persecution is your fault.”  “You are not making this any easier.”  James circles back around and reminds us not “to speak evil of one another” (4:11), especially under oppression.  The same Lord who is near also “stands at the door” as a Judge.  We will have to answer for our actions and words to our Master (2 Corinthians 5:10).  The remedy is to be patient, not only with the Lord’s coming and the persecutor, but also with fellow congregants.
The Patience of Those Who Came Before Us

The patience required of us is nothing new.  Our situations are not unique to us.  Many people of faith who have come before us have had to exercise patience (v10-11).  Indeed, that patience is what we remember about their lives and testimonies.  This includes the Prophets, like Jeremiah and Ezekiel (cf. Matthew 5:11-12).  This also includes Job.  In all cases, they were blessed by God because they endured with patience the hardship in their lives.  They received the promised outcome from God, which is life.  How could it be any other way?  Their Lord, and our Lord, is “very compassionate and merciful.” (v11)
Application

1. Normal, every-day life is full of suffering and hardship.  This hardship is a reminder that this world is still fallen.  But is also a reminder that the Lord is coming to renew all things based upon His perfect life and work.  Our recourse, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is to remain patient.
2. Beyond normal hardship, a particular hardship exists for Christians who demonstrate their faith in God for all to see.  This hardship could be economic, physical, emotional, or social.  We have the ability (and sanction) to change some situations.  James demonstrates this principle by his word of exhortation in 5:1-6.  But often we won’t have the ability to change things with godly means.  What is our recourse?  Patient endurance through prayer and the other spiritual disciplines.  The Lord’s coming is near and He is very compassionate and merciful.
