A Religion Not Empty
James 4:13-17 — If the Lord Wills…

  James has already exhorted us to “Humble (ourselves) before the Lord” (4:10) so that we would not quarrel amongst ourselves, be pure in life, and love our fellow Christians.  We must also humble ourselves before God in order to put away presumptuousness and arrogance in life.  Our life is not our own, and we are not sovereign over our own plans.  All the details of our life must be lived in humble submission to God.  Though James may be addressing well-off merchants in the congregation, certainly his words apply to us all.
A Life of Presumption and Arrogance

Along with the quarreling, James also knew of an attitude of presumptuousness among some in these congregations.  Presumptuousness in regards to destination, duration, activity, and outcome (v13).  Presumptuousness in regards to life and ability.  Presumptuousness before a sovereign God.  These Christians had wandered into a pattern of autonomy in daily life where they forgot God is in control, and that our life is for God (cf. Luke 12:16-21).  God already has plans for our life (Ephesians 2:10).  God is able and privileged to redirect our lives no matter where we plot our course.  By being presumptuous, these Christians were displaying arrogance and boasting before God and before each other (v16).  They thought they were in control.  James lets them (and us) know that such thinking (and acting) is evil (v16).
The Cure for Presumption

The cure for presumption…humility.  We must recognize of our own lack of knowledge, our own lack of control, and the brevity of our own life in comparison to eternity (v14; Psalm 39:5-6; Proverbs 27:1).  In contrast, God is all-knowing, all-powerful, and the Eternal One.  In light of this, our only recourse is humility before the Sovereign God (4:10)…and in our daily life.  We are not self-sufficient.
God-Honoring Planning (and Obedience)

Is all planning presumptuous?  Is all preparation for the future an act of arrogance?  James tells us ‘no.’  We can still say, “we will live and do this or that,” but all the while we think (and sometimes say) “if the Lord wills.” (v15)  “If the Lord wills” does not become some magic incantation or formulaic piety.  Rather, these words embody our attitude toward life…our humility before God (Matthew 6:10; Romans 1:10; 1 Corinthians 4:19; Hebrews 6:3).  We understand that all of our life is in the hands of God and is subject to His will.  We plan in light of His revealed Will (the Bible), and we respond to His decretive will (His secret will that manifests itself through His providence).  But we never think that our plans are the final word, and we remain humble when God does change the direction of our life.  Doesn’t He know what’s best?

Sin is not just about doing the wrong thing; sin is also knowing the right thing, and not doing it.  Let us seek to do the Lord’s will in all things, and submit to Him in all things, for we know that this is the right thing to do (v17).
Application

1. In what plans have we forgotten that God is in control and have laid claim to certain specific results?  What outcome would inflame us toward God rather than humbling us before Him?
2. Are we guaranteed 8-10% growth on our well-laid retirement plans?  Are our weekly schedules more important than opportunities for growth, ministry, or family?
3. Is their any area of our life that is “out-of-bounds” for God to control and change?  Vocation?  Leisure?  Vacation?  Grandkids?  Let us “humbles ourselves before the Lord” and put away all presumptuousness and arrogance.  Remember, God is for us and not against us in Christ.
