A Religion Not Empty
James 3:13-18 — Wisdom from God?

  James has already shown us that those brought forth by the word of truth (1:18) will display a pattern of receiving the implanted word (1:21), be doers of the word (1:22), display a true religion (1:26ff), show no partiality (2:1ff), have a faith that produces works (2:14ff), and have a tongue that is tamed by God (3:1ff).  Those born by the word of truth will also have a wisdom that reflects God’s character.  What does that wisdom look like?  What does it not look like?  The congregations to which James wrote who struggled with conflict needed to recognize true wisdom.  So do we.
A Wisdom from Below
Origin: A masquerading wisdom that is opposed to God’s purposes is earthly, unspiritual, even demonic.  It does not come from above (v15).
Characteristics: This false wisdom is characterized by bitter jealousy (divisiveness) and selfish ambition (partisan spirit; v14, 16).  
Results: This kind of “wisdom” will produce disorder (double-mindedness; 1:8; 3:8) and all sorts of vile practices among the saints (v16).  The person displaying this sort of wisdom also “bears false witness” if he boasts in his false wisdom (v14).
A Wisdom from Above
Origin: The true wisdom of believers and congregations is a gift of God from above (v17; Proverbs 2:6).
Characteristics: True wisdom is characterized by purity, peace (Proverbs 3:17), gentleness, a willingness to hear reason, mercy, good fruits, impartiality, and sincerity (no play acting; v17).
Results: An environment of peace (not anger; 1:19), full of peace-filled Christians (see Acts 15:13ff; 21:18ff), produces an abundance of righteousness (righteous deeds that accord with God’s character; v18).
Faith Shows Itself in Heavenly Wisdom

So who at the end the day can say he is “wise and understanding” among the gathering of the saints?  The one who bears the fruit of good conduct (1 Peter 2:12) in meekness (v13) is wise.  This person has wisdom from above.  This person has the fruit of a true faith from God.  This person’s life displays the character of the wise God whom he serves (Deuteronomy 4:5-8).
Application

1. Meekness/humility (restrained strength) was not a virtue in the Roman world in which these early congregations lived.  Neither is it a virtue in our day.  The world will not teach us meekness nor promote meekness.  But we must ask whether our actions are meek.  Do we have a wisdom characterized by meekness even under pressure? (Matthew 11:29; 21:5; 5:5)
2. Wisdom is not prized intellectual ability or knowledge of divine secrets (or shrewd business sense).  Wisdom is knowledge and fear of the true God through His Son Jesus Christ that results in a life characterized by purity and peace.  Though James does not recount the content of wisdom (contained in the OT and NT), he does describe the characteristics and results of wisdom.
3. Each of us needs to pray while examining the Scriptures to discern whether we are wise (or not).  We also need to pray that God will grow us in wisdom by conforming us into the image of the One who is called ‘the Word’.  Let each of us start with this passage for prayer and meditation.
