A Religion Not Empty
James 1:5-8 — Wisdom to the Faithful from a Giving God

A maturity achieved through trial has the goal of “lacking nothing” in regards to our relationship with God.  One Spirit-produced trait that we may feel we lack is wisdom.  What is the remedy? 
Got Wisdom?

 Knowing that trials are God’s instruments to mature His faithful followers requires wisdom to understand.  These trials also require wisdom to navigate in a God-honoring way unto completeness.  Do we always have the wisdom necessary to live amidst trials?  If not, what is our first recourse in attaining the necessary wisdom?  Books?  Pundits?  Enlightenment?  Self-empowerment?  The wisdom we need is a Divine, revolutionary wisdom that is only from God (Proverbs 2:6).  We need more than a Bible-trivia knowledge of the Scriptures; we need life-tested wisdom in the Scriptures that is from God.
Ask the Single-minded, Generous God
James instructs us to ask God for the necessary wisdom for trials (or any other set of circumstances).  We must ask God because He is the One who possesses the wisdom we need.  We also ask God because He will give it to His children with single-minded purpose (or generosity) and without reproaching us.  What parent scolds his child for asking for the basic necessities of life that the child cannot possibly provide for himself?  He knows He is the source of wisdom, He knows we need His wisdom, and He is glad to give it through His Word (Matthew 7:7-11).  Our prayers begin with knowing the character of God.  But is it only God’s character that matters in prayer?
Ask in Faith, Do Not Doubt

James instructs us that we must be single-minded as well.  We must ask for wisdom (or anything else) in faith, not doubting that God is able to give it, that God will give it through His Word, and that God is our source for everything (Matthew 21:21) We must not be like the choppy sea in the middle of the ocean at the whim of the local weather patterns.  We must not be one who prays with “two-souls,” swearing allegiance to God sometimes and the world at other times (Matthew 6:24).  If we are double-minded, we should not expect anything from God.  Our prayer life is then vitiated of its power.  Not to mention that we are unstable in matters besides prayer as well.  In prayer, our character matters too.
And Wisdom Will Be Yours

In the midst of trials, or at any other time that we lack wisdom, we should ask our giving God for wisdom to navigate life and honor Him in the process.  If we believe that He is sufficient and that He is gracious, “it will be given” to us.  God is not tempting us into sin, but rather testing us to grow in faith.  So surely God will give us wisdom in the midst of trial so we can grow in maturity and obey Him more fully.  All we need to do is ask…in faith.

James is not primarily talking about momentary doubts that even Christians go through.  Rather he is rebuking a consistent, deep-seated doubt of God’s purposes and God’s character.


James is not talking about doubts of our own knowledge of a situation.  We are not omniscient.  Rather, he is rebuking doubts that we have about God’s knowledge of a situation, God’s intention to bring about the good, or God’s ability to guide us.

James is also rebuking the tendency “to ride the fence” in our source for wisdom.  Do we believe that the world’s wisdom is sometimes (most of the time?) sufficient, or do we believe that God’s wisdom found in His Word is the foundation for all of life, including our trials?
