A Religion Not Empty
James 1:12-18 — God’s Trial or Our Temptation

 Every set of hard circumstances in our life presents a fork in the road.  Whether economic, familial, or disease-laden tragedy, one of two paths can be traveled when tragedy comes our way.  Will we take the easier road of man-centered temptation, or the harder road of God-centered trial?
Trial Unto Life, or Temptation Unto Death?

As discussed in James 1:2-4, trials are used by God to bring about maturity in this life.  This growth serves a motivation to endure the trials He brings our way.  
Another motivating factor exists for enduring trials: the eschatological gift of life (v12).  One day, all trials will end, and God will grant the crown which is (eternal) life (Revelation 2:10) to those who love Him (and endure by loving Him).  [Trial ( Endurance ( Maturity ( Life]


Inherent in every God-given trial, however, is the possibility that we will question the goodness (or existence) of God (13) and choose our own path through the trial.  Then the trial (outward circumstance) turns into a temptation (inner enticement).  Which path will we choose thru each peiravzw?
God Doesn’t Tempt But Gives Good Gifts
In facing this choice, we must never ascribe our tendency toward temptation to the purposes of God.  Though He providentially brings every trial in our lives, God “doesn’t tempt anyone.” (see also 1 Corinthians 10:13)   He Himself is not enticed by evil, and He would not gain any pleasure in enticing us to evil (13).  In fact, as Christians we have ample evidence to the contrary.  We have received numerous good gifts (e.g. wisdom) from our unchanging Father (17), chiefly our sovereignly-bestowed salvation through His powerful Word (18).  As new creatures in Christ, we can expect those good gifts to continue in the remaking of all of creation.  We are only the firstfruits (Exodus 22:29-30; 2 Thessalonians 2:13) of God’s good work through Christ (18).
Temptation Due To Our Evil Desires

Two paths exist in trial because of our own (evil) desires.  We want the easy path.  We trust the seen rather than the unseen.  We trust ourselves more than God.  We are dragged like a fish on a hook by our own evil inclinations down the path of sin, which only leads to death (14-15).  We deceive ourselves about God’s character, God’s abilities, and God’s purposes for His children.  The path of temptation short-circuits the benefits of trial that God desires for His children.  [Trial ( Temptation/Desire ( Sin ( Death]
Endurance Unto Life Because of Love

But a path other than temptation and evil desire exists.  This path, though hard and requiring Divine endurance, involves passing the trial, receiving more of God’s good gifts now, and ultimately receiving eternal life with the One we love.  This path and the one who travels it are called ‘Blessed.’  Though the world will wonder at our choice and puzzle over our neglect of the easy path, we will be vindicated when we receive the victor’s crown at the finish of the marathon (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).  And we will have an end to all trial as we stand in mature perfection before the throne of God and of the Lamb (Revelation 21-22).

The more we travel the path of trial unto maturity and life, the easier it will be to choose that path in the next trial.  The same is also true for the path of temptation.  May we fight in the power of Christ each day to love God unto life…especially in trial.
