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Is Mt. Vernon a town that has history, or is Mt. Vernon a town that is history?  In other words, will Mt. Vernon thrive as a small port town that has a rich history, or will Mt. Vernon fade into history?  The decision is up to us.

I am not a long-time resident.  My family has lived in Mt. Vernon for about a year and a half.  But even in that short amount of time, it is evident that Mt. Vernon is a town with an identity crisis.  And even a long-term survival crisis.  Local businesses fail.  The population shrinks.  Buildings crumble.  A community improvement project reaches an impasse.  And the most disturbing trend of all is that many of us do not seem to care.  Or not enough.  We pass by the empty and crumbling buildings on our way to and from Evansville, rarely reflecting on the husk that our town is becoming.  We occasionally lament on how things have changed, but our spending habits communicate a different message.

The problem is not just the loss of local business however.  At least as equally troubling is the loss of community fellowship and communication.  A trip out to a local restaurant not only involves putting money in the hands of neighbors, but also involves talking to neighbors at the table next to ours.  A couple of hours at a modern local coffee shop (which to my knowledge we do not have) not only provides an opportunity for a local student to earn some extra money, but also provides an opportunity for me to catch up on that same student’s home, school and spiritual life.  A thriving community is a community with identity and communication.

The next time you pass by the downtown buildings of Mt. Vernon, look up at the facades.  Notice the dates on many of the buildings.  See if you can find 1884, 1888, or 1893.  Notice the names on many of the buildings.  See if you can find Rosenbaum & Bro., Evertson, or Stinson Bro’s.  Mt. Vernon is a community that has history.  Continuing in our current direction however, we will soon only be a subject of history.  Unless we consider our small community worthy of attention.  Unless we consider our neighbor worthy of attention.  The decision is up to us.

For pictures of historic local structures that we pass by everyday, go to www.fbcmtvernon.org/history.  See if you can identify where they are.

