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Atheists are on the offensive.  There have always been people who did not believe in the existence of God, even in the most religious of eras and locales.  King David wrote in one of his songs “the fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Ps 53), implying that atheists existed in the midst of Israel’s monotheism and the surrounding nations’ polytheism.  For the most part, however, atheists and atheism have been on the defensive for much of history.  No more.

For the last five or ten years, America has seen a concerted push to make atheism not only socially acceptable, but also culturally viable.  Sam Harris has written “The End of Faith,” and then “Letter to a Christian Nation” in response to the combative correspondence he received for his first contribution.  Richard Dawkins, a British scientist, has written a long line of books promoting atheism, with his most pointed contribution being “The God Delusion.”  Most recently, Christopher Hitchens has written “god is not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything,” where even the title’s capitalization reeks of vitriol.  All of these books spent time on the NY Times Bestseller List for non-fiction.  The purpose of all of these books, sometimes stated, is to call all atheists to proclaim their atheism proudly and no longer live in silence.  These authors hope that one day atheism will win the day in America and all over the world.

Another literary contribution to this proclamation of atheism comes in an unexpected form: the trilogy of children’s books known as “His Dark Materials.”  Began by Philip Pullman in 1995, this trilogy of books has been popular in Britain for some time.  The popularity of these books in America may soon soar, however, with the release on December 7th of the movie “The Golden Compass,” an adaptation of the first book in the trilogy.  Meant to appeal to fans of “The Chronicles of Narnia,” this movie has a different intention than C.S. Lewis’ allegory of biblical redemption.  “The Golden Compass” points to a world without God.

The three books in Pullman’s series (“The Subtle Knife” and “The Amber Spyglass” are the other two) progressively get more antagonistic toward organized religion and biblical Christianity.  This antagonism culminates with the killing of God in “The Amber Spyglass.”  For this author, the final victory of his protagonist is embodied in the world’s freedom from the restraint of God.


The movie “The Golden Compass” will not be this antagonistic toward Christianity.  The producers of the movie insisted on this fact for the sake of the bottom line.  But make no mistake…the intention of the movie is to introduce the children of America to the world of “His Dark Materials” through the books and the product tie-ins.  The intention of the movie is to introduce the children of America to skepticism toward Christianity (and Christ) and the “beauty” of a godless world.  Buyer beware.

