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If we stop and think about it, we often find community in strange places.  Community can be found around a common interest in combining ribbon, stickers, and pictures in a scrapbook.  Community can be found in traveling to a small Kentucky town on two-wheel vehicles from all over the country.  Community even can be found in large convention halls where many are dressed like TV characters that travel through space from one end of the galaxy to the other.  In my case, I enjoy finding community in cheering, along with thousands of others, for eleven young men dressed in orange and blue as they attempt to move an oblong ball 100 yards either north or south.  I am a Florida Gator football fan.

With the commencement of NFL preseason games, football season has officially begun.  Millions of men and women around the country will congregate to watch professional or collegiate athletes of a particular geographic origin score more points than the athletes of another geographic origin.  Strange indeed.  I am one of those strange people.  Since attending college at the University of Florida, I have been a loyal part of the Gator Nation.  I enjoy gathering with other Gators each week to watch our team play a tough conference schedule and make a run at a conference or even national championship.  Watching a game with other fans is more exhilarating and satisfying than watching it by myself at home on television.  Living in Indiana has made it harder to find that Gator community, though I have noticed a Gator tag around town.  If you want to watch football with another Gator this season, give me a call (shameless plug).

A common interest of even odd origin is a valid reason to form community.  This principle surely gives the citizens of Mount Vernon incentive to find community in one another.  Whatever our sports team preference, we all should have the common goal of living in a city that has vitality commercially, residentially, and spiritually.  Whether we came to this community by choice or by necessity, we all have a vested interest in the survival and prosperity of Mount Vernon.  Therefore, let us support community interests with the same gusto that we support our hobbies.  Let us support community projects by voicing our opinion and even putting in “sweat equity” when called upon.  In this way, we can build something that is even more valuable than a national championship or a gold medal.  We can build a community.

