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What do the years 1883, 1937, and 1997 have in common?  All are stamped on separate flood markers at the riverfront of Mt. Vernon.

The years that certain buildings were erected are not the only dates that Mt. Vernon has deemed necessary to preserve.  Our waterfront bears two plaques, one stone marker, and even one monument to remember years of extreme flooding, to which our region is prone.  We even have a permanent “tape measure” of sorts in the ground to measure future tragedies.  Why do we preserve for posterity the years in which our community suffered so much tragedy?  Why do we want our children to remember the heartache and loss that came with too much rain?

I am not in the minds of those who decided to place the flood markers at our waterfront, whether it was the Mt. Vernon Kiwanis Club for the 1937 marker or the mayors that have their names affixed to the markers.  However, I can think of a few reasons why these markers of tragedy are beneficial.

First, these flood markers can remind us of the acts of love for neighbor that are often highlighted during times of tragedy.  We not only need to “walk the extra mile” for our neighbor during times of crisis, but we need to love our neighbor during the years of normal river levels as well.

Second, these flood markers can remind us that despite our best efforts we are not in control.  Even with an Army Corp of Engineers and the resources of a Superpower, we “don’t even know what tomorrow will bring.” (James 4:14)  The years in which we have manageable river levels, an abundant crop, and no flood deaths are a blessing from God that are not guaranteed for any year.  These flood markers remind us to give thanks to God when there are no plans for a marker.

Third, these flood markers can remind us that God is in control.  What we mark as in the past, God knew since before time began.  What we would not have planned, God had a plan before we existed.  Therefore, these flood markers give us hope that any future crisis is completely in the hands of God and will be worked out according to the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11).  These markers not only point to the past but also point to the future…a future where God is already present.


If you have never examined the flood markers at the waterfront, take this opportunity to walk down there for a slice of Mt. Vernon history.  If you have looked at the flood markers before, take this opportunity to view them in a new light.  These flood markers highlight a love for neighbor, humility in a fallen world, and hope in a Sovereign God who promises to remake this world into one with no tragedy through His Son Jesus Christ.

