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1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13


Fried chicken…Green beans…Corn bread…Sweet tea…Sweet potato pie…Must be the Baptist fellowship.  Baptists are known for many things, but one of them has to be our (food) fellowships.  We use any occasion to gather together, eat, talk, laugh, and celebrate.  And this is good.  Fellowship was also an emphasis of the early church.  In Acts 2:42, Luke tells us that the early church devoted themselves to fellowship, among other things.  Indeed, the entire New Testament bears witness to the fact that the church is to be a community of saints that gather together on all occasions and are involved intimately in each other’s lives (cf. Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37; Heb. 10:24,25).  But do we always spend this fellowship time as we should?  Do we use this time together to build each other up to maturity in Christ?


In 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13, Paul expresses his deep desire to return to the people of Thessalonica for fellowship.  As we know from Acts 17:1-10, Paul had to leave Thessalonica before he had intended because of the mob that had risen up against the Gospel and its messengers.  He had not said all that he wished to say, and he had not fellowshipped as much as he had wanted.  As a result, Paul writes to the Thessalonians that he “endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see (them) face to face” (2:17).  He even prays directly to God, both night and day, that he will “see (them) face to face” and that God will direct his way to them (3:10,11).  Paul does not indicate however that he wishes to see them again because of their good fried chicken.  Or even their good sweet tea.  Paul wishes to fellowship with them again because he wants to “supply what is lacking in (their) faith” (3:10).  Paul had left the Thessalonians when they were still babies in their faith, and he did not know if they were persevering in Christ or turning from Christ.  Paul wanted to help them continue along into maturity through his fellowship with them.  Since “Satan hindered (him)” (2:18) from coming presently, Paul sent Timothy to “learn about (their) faith” (3:5) and “establish and exhort” (3:2) them in their faith.  He also wrote them two letters while in Corinth that have been preserved as our Scripture.  In short, Paul fellowshipped with them through a delegate and letters (he also returned to Thessalonica on his 3rd missionary journey) in order to disciple them…in order to lead them into maturity…in order that Christ may “establish (their) hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints” (3:13).


Christians…do we see our fellowship time as a time for encouraging one another into maturity in Christ?  Are we intentional enough in our church about fellowship being a conduit for discipleship?  What ways can we intentionally meet together in order that the tempter may not tempt us and our profession not be in vain (3:5)?


“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.  But exhort one another every day, as long as it called ‘today,’ that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end” (Hebrews 3:12-14)
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