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The apostle Paul was passionate about his missionary work.  During his lifetime Paul, along with various companions, traveled the region around the Mediterranean Sea, proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ.  Scholars have traditionally separated Paul’s endeavors into three missionary journeys, in addition to his trip to Rome.  In those three journeys, Paul started new churches and encouraged churches that he had already started.

During his second missionary journey Paul preached in an important commercial city along the Aegean Sea for around a month (Acts 17:1-9).  Encountering heavy resistance from a mob, Paul left and continued his teaching in cities along the Macedonian peninsula.  For Paul, a month in one city was not a very long stay.  For some cities, his ministry could be measured in years.  What would be the result of this short visit and forced exit from the city?  Would the good news of Jesus Christ bear any fruit?

To no surprise for Paul, the Gospel did come in power at this crossroads of Roman trade—the city of Thessalonica.  Though Paul was not able to return to Thessalonica until his third missionary journey, he did want to know if the Christians in that city were remaining faithful to Jesus Christ.  Since Paul had to leave so quickly, he did not want the local Christians to question the truthfulness of his message or the sincerity of his ministry.  Therefore, Paul sent his protégé Timothy back to Thessalonica soon after his visit to check on the believers.  Paul also wrote them two letters, which are now preserved in the Bible (1 and 2 Thessalonians).

Paul wanted to remind the Thessalonians that he cared deeply for them.  Indeed, Paul wanted the Thessalonians to use his ministry as an example for their own proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, Paul wrote, “Being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God, but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.” (1 Thessalonians 2:8)  In love language almost unprecedented in his surviving letters, Paul wished to assure the Thessalonians of his strong love for them, as well as his commitment to the Gospel.  He wanted the Thessalonians to have this same commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to their love for neighbor.  He wanted them to see that the two go hand-in-hand.

First Baptist Church, Mt. Vernon, knows that this example of the apostle Paul still applies today.  We desire to share the message that people can be reconciled to God and forgiven of their sin through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  We also want to serve others with our very lives.  Come worship with us at First Baptist Church as we strive to live out the message of 1 Thessalonians 2:8: “Sharing the Gospel of God, along with ourselves.”

