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Words convey specific meanings as determined by mutual societal understanding (e.g. dictionaries) along with the context in which the words are used.  The ability of everyday people to communicate in an understandable way at the grocery story or in a complex manufacturing process depends upon an appropriate use of words.  A problem arises however when individuals or groups intentionally misuse words in order to deceive or conceal.


A current book on the New York Times bestseller list (‘Paperback Advice’ category) is guilty of this intentional misuse of words: Eckhart Tolle’s “A New Earth: Awakening to Your Life’s Purpose.”  Brought to prominence by the endorsement of Oprah Winfrey, Tolle intentionally uses a biblical phrase for the title of his book.  As Tolle states, “The inspiration for the title of this book came from a Bible prophecy...(that) occurs in both the Old and the New Testaments and speaks of the collapse of the existing world order and the arising of ‘a new heaven and a new earth.’” (23)  However, Tolle is not faithful to the biblical understanding of that ‘new heaven and new earth,’ though he would have you believe that he is.  

Tolle is not shy about quoting the Bible to support his spiritual claims, whether it is the teachings of Jesus or Paul.  Tolle implicitly and explicitly asserts throughout his book that Jesus taught similar truths to his claims.  However, the similarities between Jesus (and the Bible) and “A New Earth” do not go far beyond the title.

The biblical understanding of ‘a new heaven and a new earth’ involves the direct involvement of God in graciously setting the physical creation right through the merit of Christ, when humanity continues to set everything wrong through sin and rebellion (Isaiah 65:17ff; 2 Peter 3:1ff; Revelation 21:1ff).  Tolle, on the other hand, states, ‘A new heaven is the emergence of a transformed state of human consciousness, and a new earth is its reflection in the physical realm.’ (23)  The Bible teaches that ‘a new heaven and a new earth’ will occur in the future when Jesus Christ comes back to judge sinners, complete His kingdom, and fully redeem those who have trusted in Him.  Tolle believes ‘a new heaven and a new earth are arising within you at this moment…a new species is arising on the planet.  It is arising now and you are it!” (308-9)  In other words, Tolle’s vision of a new creation is steeped in Eastern philosophy that strives for the loss of individuality and believes that evil is an illusion.  The Bible, on the other hand, promises the redemption of individual sinners who treasure Jesus Christ, and the making of a redeemed humanity that will dwell in a new creation for all eternity.  Our only hope of renewal rests in the merciful initiative of God shown in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.


