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1 Thessalonians 2:13-16

“The Bible did not arrive by fax from heaven.”  “The Bible is a product of man, my dear.  Not of God.”  “The Bible, as we know it today, was collated by the pagan Roman emperor Constantine the Great.”  “Constantine commissioned and financed a new Bible, which omitted those gospels that spoke of Christ’s human traits and embellished those gospels that made Him godlike.  The earlier gospels were outlawed, gathered up, and burned.”  “The modern Bible was compiled and edited by men who possessed a political agenda.”  “Thousands of ancient documents (exist) that the New Testament is false testimony.”  


Not everyone believes that the Bible is first and foremost the word of God, rather than just the words of men.  The latest installment for the skeptics of the Bible is the new book and movie The Da Vinci Code.  Although placed in the mouths of fictional historians in a work of fiction, all of the above quotes from The Da Vinci Code serve to discredit the veracity of the Gospel message in particular and the Bible as a whole.  Weaving a fictional story with (supposedly) historical references, the author Dan Brown hopes to entertain (as he does fairly successfully) as well as “educate.”  Though the defenders of the book and movie try to downplay the “educational” motivation of the story, Christians (or anyone else for that matter) should not be fooled just because they have to go to the fiction section (or the most visible book display in the store) to get the work.  Dan Brown and his supporters have an agenda…an agenda more real than the “political agenda” of which he accuses the early church.  He hopes to enlighten all those who still believe that Jesus is God and that the Bible is the Word of God.  He hopes to make Christians into “educated Christians (who) know the history of their faith” (253).  In other words, be an educated Christian that knows Jesus was simply a human that taught great lessons (and is dead), and that knows the Bible was formed by the people who possessed political power, like every other history book in existence.


Christians…I challenge you to be faithful Christians who believe that Jesus is the Son of God who sits at the right hand of the Father and who believe that the Bible that God has preserved for us is truly the Word of God.  Be (truly) educated if you have the means, but God calls you first of all to be faithful.  In 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16, Paul thanks God that the Thessalonians have accepted the Old Testament Scriptures and his apostolic preaching (and his letters; see 1 Thess. 5:27) as the Word of God and not simply as the words of men.  Yes, these words were mediated by men, but the Thessalonians know that these words have been inspired directly by the Holy Spirit.  Paul thanks God because he knows that it is a work of God for the Thessalonians to believe this.  As a result of their assurance that Paul’s Gospel preaching is the Word of God, the Thessalonians have been able to endure persecution from their “own countrymen” (14).   They trust that God will help them persevere until Christ returns and that God’s wrath will punish those who have persecuted them unjustly.


Do we as congregations and as individuals believe with our minds and lives that the Bible is not simply the words of men, but chiefly the Word of God?  Do we faithfully endure the hardships of life and the persecutions of unbelievers because we trust that our leather cover (genuine or bonded) does in fact contain the Word of God?  Because God has spoken, we can endure both cancer and the insults of our co-workers.  We can be bold with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, just as Paul was bold with the Thessalonians (2:2).  No matter what Dan Brown has spoken.
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