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I am not especially creative.  I wish I were, but I am not.  One result of my deficiency, however, is an appreciation for those who are creative and their artistic expression.  On a long 12-hour trip to Wisconsin, my wife and I wanted to take the time to stop at the Art Institute of Chicago for a few hours so we could see its collection of creativity…and not just because it was featured in Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.  I stood before some paintings and was amazed at both the concept of the work and the skill that was necessary to put it on canvas.

Why do we as humans seek to be creative, and appreciate the creative expressions of others?  Why do we write works of literature, put paint on canvas, compose symphonies, decorate our homes, construct beautiful gardens, and cook dishes that appeal to all of our senses?  I cannot possibly list all the motivations for these activities, but I can explain the origin of this compulsion.  God.

As Genesis 1 explains, creativity is an attribute of God which He put on full display in His creation of “the heavens and the earth.”  As Genesis 1 also explains, humanity is created “in the image of God.”  As such, we reflect the nature of God in our own creative acts.  Everything from engineering to sculpture in our present world is an imitation of God’s creative activity.  The Bible indicates that our creative nature will carry forward into the New Creation as well.

So why do I bring all of this up?  Mount Vernon is at a pivotal time in our history.  We have plans for improvements in infrastructure, recreation, community resources, and more.  We want to be practical and frugal.  Let us also be creative.  Let us be creative in the construction of buildings and recreational facilities.  Let us include aesthetics along with pragmatics.

For instance, Mount Vernon plans on improving the grounds at the riverfront for recreation, community events, and tourism.  We have chosen to focus on the riverfront, as many cities have, because we are drawn to the beautiful vista created by the river itself.  We are drawn to one aspect of God’s creation.  In highlighting God’s creation, let us also find room to highlight the creativity of humanity.  Let us integrate artistic expression both in how we construct the riverfront and what we choose to display.  Let us host events that highlight human creativity.  And in doing so, we not only create an enjoyable experience; we also honor the One who created us to be creative.

What the details of this creativity should look like, I am not exactly sure.  I leave that to those among us who are blessed with more creativity.


