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“I don’t remember either of my parents ever reading me a story.”

So begins the latest contribution from the hand of Larry McMurtry called Books: A Memoir.  McMurtry is probably best known for writing Lonesome Dove and Terms of Endearment.  In Books, McMurtry recounts his own passion for book-writing and book-selling despite growing up in a family that did not emphasize books.  Though I don’t imagine this contribution will garner a wide interest, I believe several insights from McMurtry have relevance and application in our culture at large and our community in particular.

Throughout his book, McMurtry reflects on the nature of his family and community in regards to books and learning.  Growing up in a ranching community, McMurtry states, “Anything resembling a passion for learning was not to be found in Archer City and pretty much still isn’t, I fear.” (19)  He was taught that reading was only valuable to the end that it resulted in a vocation (8).  Though he eventually develops a different viewpoint, McMurtry surely fears that many others in the same context will be stunted as a result of such a culture.

Where do the people of Mt. Vernon stand on such issues?  Are we only interested in books and education for the purposes of vocation and future earnings?  Or are we a people that instill in our children a love for reading and learning that goes beyond dollars and cents?  May we be the later by modeling reading ourselves, encouraging reading by our children, and demonstrating the simple joy of learning on a vast array of topics.

McMurtry credits his love for books to the gift of nineteen children’s books he received at a young age.  He read these books several times, not having any other books on the ranch.  However, McMurtry states, “I knew there must be other books, probably better books, somewhere, but until we moved to town I had no way to get to them.” (9)

Do the people of Mt. Vernon utilize our access to “better books?”  We are blessed as a small community to have the Alexandrian Public Library in town.  We have many books that are only a library card away, if we will take an interest in them.  Let us as parents utilize the library on a weekly basis to encourage the reading of “better books” in our family (and not just for the computers).

Reflecting on the ‘booklessness’ of his family’s ranch house, McMurtry states, “There must have been a Bible, but I don’t remember ever seeing it.” (2)  McMurtry knows a Bible surely was present at some obligatory level, but its contents seemed to lack relevance in his family’s life as well as his own life.

Do the families of Mt. Vernon feel some obligation to have a Bible present in their homes while the contents of the Bible are absent from their minds?  Or do we value the Bible and base our lives on the content of God’s revelation?  As a community, may our chief focus for reading and learning be God’s revelation through Jesus Christ in the pages of the Bible.

