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For many, the beginning of a new year means a list of resolutions (or just one), a sense of new beginning, and planning for the next year.  Though January 1st is not different than any other day in essence, this day serves as a practical benchmark for new ideas, new habits, and new day-planners.  First Baptist Church is no different.  We use the New Year as motivation to come up with new ideas as well as a convenient place to plan a new calendar.  We ask ourselves questions about the previous year and decide how we can be most effective for the New Year.  Planning the events for the New Year allows us to be good stewards of the time that God gives us here on earth.

As I reflect on the calendar for the New Year, however, I remember that the plans of my family as well as the plans of FBC, Mt. Vernon, are always contingent on the will of God.  I remember the warning of James, the brother of Jesus, in his letter to some of the early churches of the 1st century.  In James 4:13-14, he says, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit’—yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring.”  James reminds us that despite our best laid plans, we are not the ones that control the world and all that happens in it.  Despite our best plans, we are constantly reminded by our experiences that we are not sovereign over even our own journey through life.  James agrees by saying that each of our lives is “a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes” (4:14).  But he does not stop there.  James’ main point is not to leave us in despair over our lack of control, but to assure us that God, through His Son Jesus Christ, IS in control.  Even as we plan our calendars from a motivation of good stewardship, we must acknowledge that “if the Lords wills, we will live and do this or that” (4:15).  We must not boast in our arrogance about the control we have over our lives, but acknowledge that the Lord is in control.  We must lovingly submit to His gracious will, even if our best laid plans do not happen.  
The Lord knows best for the events at First Baptist Church of Mt. Vernon, and He knows best for the events that happen in your life as well.  Remember this lesson from James as you expectantly approach this New Year.  Remember that the Lord is in control and praise Him for the graciousness shown in your life.

