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Over the past two months, the Alexandrian Public Library in Mt. Vernon has been conducting the Winter Reading Program to encourage reading in the community.  The library gave participants rainbow-colored cards to fill out upon completion of a book.  The cards could then be dropped in one of several boxes for a drawing on a prize.  After six books, the participant received a coupon for Penguin Pete’s Restaurant in Mt. Vernon.  In addition, the participant could continue to read books and fill out white cards for a chance at a $25 gift card.  The program ended on February 28th.

My wife and I decided to participate in the program as a way to motivate our reading and support the local library.  Specifically, I used the program to begin reading through APL’s theology section (200s).  I would have two books checked out at a time so that I would have a “backlog” of books.  This motivated me to keep reading and make progress in the program.  I read some books that interested me as well as some books that I thought would interest my congregation.  If they ever asked me about one of these books, I could provide some input as their pastor.


Each of the books that I read had some value, though some more than others.  What I continued to remember throughout the whole program, though, was that one book above all others has eternal value in my life: the Bible.  As much as I love reading books and want to encourage my son to read books, I must never forget to read the Bible.  Reading other books never takes the place of reading God’s Word.  In fact, I can go a few days without reading the latest John Grisham novel (or even Shakespeare) and be just fine.  If I go a few days without reading the Bible, I am spiritually depleted and almost certainly not pleasing Christ.  My goal is to read the Bible every day so that I can be spiritually nourished with God’s Word.

I want to encourage you to read the Bible every day if you don’t already.  Of course, first you need a Bible to do this.  Invest in a Bible that you can understand and that is faithful to the original languages in which it is written.  The English Standard Version (ESV), the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB), or even the New International Version (NIV) would be good for this purpose.  Then make a commitment to read a chapter (or more) of Scripture a day.  Start in Mark or Luke.  Continue in Ephesians or 1 John.  Begin to see the great truths of God that are relevant for each and every one of us.  Begin to see the glory of Jesus Christ, who came to forgive sinners through His sacrifice and reconcile people to the God of the Universe.

