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1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

First Thessalonians is a letter of thanksgiving to God and encouragement to the church from the pen of Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit.  In this letter, Paul consistently “gives thanks to God” for the salvation and good works that he sees in the lives of the believers in Thessalonica.  While normally Paul restricts his thanksgiving to a beginning section of his letters, in 1 Thessalonians, Paul expresses thanksgiving in 1:2ff, 2:13ff, and 3:9ff, among others.  


In this newly formed church (see Acts 17:1-9), Paul is greatly encouraged to see their “work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope.”  He commends them for their perseverance under much affliction, which serves as a God-honoring example for all the churches in their region.  He recognizes that the lives of the believers at Thessalonica truly attest to their conversion and faithfulness to Christ and their repudiation of the Roman idols they once served.


Despite all of the encouragement and praise directed toward the church at Thessalonica however, Paul is not a man-centered encourager.  Paul is a God-centered encourager.  Paul does not encourage the believers at Thessalonica by telling them how smart they were to flee “the wrath to come.”  Paul does not encourage the believers by affirming their inherent goodness and moral acumen.  Rather, Paul encourages the believers at Thessalonica by affirming that their good works are proof of God’s loving choice of them before the foundation of the world.  Paul encourages them by affirming that their unmerited salvation is proven by the power and full conviction manifested through them by the Holy Spirit.  Paul encourages them by calling them to remain faithful to “the living and true God” that has first called them.  They have been shown grace and mercy, so they must live out that grace and mercy more and more.  The Thessalonians were dependent on God for their salvation in the first place, so they can only depend on Him as they live out their salvation and “wait for his Son from heaven.”


Christians…how are we going to encourage one another until that time when “the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God” (4:16)?  Will we adopt the ways of this world and encourage one another without recognizing the work of God in our lives?  Will we attribute all the good that we do in our congregation and in our community to our own intelligence and effort and willpower and resources?  Or will we, as a congregation, do as Paul did?  When we encourage one another (and this we must do), in the same breath (or at least the same thought), we must give thanks to God for the work that He is doing in the lives of individual believers and in the congregation as a whole.  Yes, we encourage the faithfulness of the saints in doing good works, but we also “give thanks to God always” for His work in believers, in bringing about His glory.


Paul gave thanks to God for the work that He was doing in the believers at Thessalonica.  In this manner, Paul encouraged the believers to remain faithful to their call and do “more and more” (4:1, 10) in the power of Christ.  May every congregation do the same for one another.
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