 Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 9: Crushing the Serpent’s Head at the Cross

The significance of the Cross is not embodied just in “saving me from my sins.”  Christ on the Cross is the pinnacle and basis for all of God’s plans for the reformation of humanity, the reformation of creation, and exalting Himself.  This plan includes God’s triumph over the Satan and evil.  “At the cross Jesus disarmed and triumphed over the devil, and all the principalities and powers at his command.” (Stott, The Cross of Christ, 226)

God’s conquest (thru Christ) over Satan and evil unfolds in 6 stages. (adapted from Stott, 227ff)
Conquest Predicted

From the very beginning of the rule of evil in the world, God promised the conquest of evil: Genesis 3:15.  Also, the declaration of God’s present rule (e.g. 1 Chronicles 29:11) and his future rule through the Messiah (e.g. Isaiah 9:6-7) in the OT rests upon His promise to crush the head of Satan.
Conquest Begun

The ministry of Jesus can be understood as the beginning of the conquest of God over Satan and evil in the last days.  Satan attempts to derail the in-breaking of God’s kingdom through Christ (Matthew 2:16ff; 4:1ff; 16:21ff; Luke 22:3ff; Revelation 12:1ff).  But Satan and the demons retreat at the display of Christ’s Kingdom power through miracles and healings (e.g. Mark 1:24; Matthew 4:23; Luke 11:20ff).  Even his disciples display Kingdom power over demonic activity (Luke 10:17ff).
Conquest Achieved

The Cross is the decisive stage of the conquest over Satan and evil.  Upon the Cross, Christ breaks the power of Satan (‘The Accuser’) over humanity by paying the debt of sin with which Satan always could rightly ‘accuse’ humanity.  Christ also ‘buys’ a new heart for believers so they are no longer enslaved to sin.  Satan is disarmed of his weapons of sin, guilt, and death (e.g. John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Colossians 2:13-15; Hebrews 2:14-15).  Also Jesus resists the temptations of Satan in which Adam and Eve, and all of humanity, succumb (Philippians 2:8; Romans 5:19; John 14:30), remaining perfectly obedient to the Father for His New Humanity.  The next three stages are outworkings of this decisive victory.
Conquest Confirmed and Announced

The resurrection confirms and announces the victory that Christ won on the Cross.  Now all things are under the feet of Christ, the King (Acts 2:24, 36; Ephesians 1:20-23; 1 Peter 3:21-22).
Conquest Extended


The conquest won by Christ is now extended through His people, the Church, as they obey Christ’s mission to call all people to repentance and faith in the power of the Spirit of Christ (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 26:17-18; Ephesians 6:12; Colossians 1:13), as well as signal the Kingdom through acts of mercy.  Through faith in Christ, humanity even now can enter into the Kingdom of God and resist evil.
Conquest Consummated


The conquest of Christ will be consummated at His return, when Satan, Death, and Hades will be thrown into the lake of fire.  Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess Him as Lord.  All evil authorities and powers will be destroyed finally...all because of Christ’s decisive victory on the Cross (Philippians 2:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 20:10, 14).
Through his ‘weakness’ on the Cross as the Lamb, Christ brings conquest over Satan and evil forever.
