Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 8: Brought to God by the Cross

 Last week, we found that we are all debtors, enemies, and criminals before God.  We also found that through Christ, anyone can become just before God and His friend.  How is this change accomplished?  In short, Christ becomes the substitute for all sinners who believe in Him.
Substitutionary Atonement

Atonement refers “to God’s act of dealing with the primary human problem, sin…(which) has broken the relationship between God and humankind….God accomplished the way of restoration through Christ’s death.” (Grenz, et. al., Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms)

Though other theories of the atonement exist (e.g. Christus Victor, moral example, governmental), the long-held understanding of the atonement by Bible-believing Christians has been the substitutionary view.  God has restored His relationship with the New Humanity by punishing Jesus Christ, the Son, on the Cross in place of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ.
Jesus Christ suffered as a substitute physically, psychologically, relationally, and propitiously.


Mark 15:24; Isaiah 53:6, 12; Galatians 3:13; Matthew 26:56; 27:46; Romans 3:25

Jesus’ substitutionary atonement can also be described as:

Vicarious atonement – a restored relationship between God and humanity through a death ‘in place of.’

Penal substitution – Jesus dying in place of sinners, bearing the penalty they deserve.

Preserving a Theological Heritage

Just as many specialized disciplines must preserve key terms in order to remain precise, so also Christianity (and Christians) must preserve certain theological terms related to Christ’s death for the sake of precision and truth.
Imputation – a transfer of benefit or harm from one individual to another based upon a judicial reckoning by God; e.g. Jesus is imputed our unrighteousness (and therefore punished), sinners are imputed Jesus’ righteousness (and therefore saved); 1 Pet. 3:18; see also Rom. 4:3; 4:6; 5:12ff; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9
Expiation – sin is canceled out by being covered over (by Christ’s death)

Propitiation – an offering that turns away the wrath of God directed against sin


Though the controversy continues about the correct translation of the iÔlaskomai word group in Romans 3:25, Hebrews 2:17, 1 John 2:2, and 1 John 4:10, I think that ‘propitiation’ is the correct translation, with ‘expiation’ following as a result.  Jesus is our propitiation so that he is also our expiation.
The Necessity of the Cross for Atonement

Always remembering that God is not required to save (2 Peter 2:4), but that He has chosen to save, the Cross is absolutely necessary for atonement.

Matthew 26:39; Luke 24:25-26; Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 10:4

The Goal of the Atonement


The goal of the atonement for humanity can be summed up in one word: God.  God has saved the New Humanity through Christ so that they might have Him.


Psalm 27:4; Ephesians 2:13; Philippians 3:8; Hebrews 2:10; 1 Peter 3:18


The Cross is at the center of all of God’s plans to bring the restored New Humanity to Himself.  God’s love has overflowed in His self-substitution in the God/man Jesus Christ, our Lord.
