Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 7: To the Cross for Debtors, Enemies, and Criminals

 Who are the people that really experienced God’s grace in the Gospel accounts?  Zacchaeus, the Jewish traitor who owed great sums of stolen money to his countrymen?  The Roman soldier that helped put Jesus on the Cross, but then declared that He truly was the Son of God?  The thief who committed a crime so heinous, it deserved death on a cross?  The Gospel writers are quick to point out ‘these poor saps’ who received the showering of God’s grace through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  One not-so-secret message of the Bible however (i.e. Jesus’ rebuke of the Pharisees) is that these heinous sinners are only different in degree from the rest of us, not in kind.  We are all debtors, enemies, and criminals in the eyes of a holy God.
Debtors, Enemies, and Criminals

Three metaphors to describe humanity are prevalent in the Bible.  Borrowing from three realms of society, the Bible describes sinners as debtors, enemies, and criminals before God (adapted from The Truth of the Cross by R.C. Sproul).
Debtors:
Borrowing from the financial realm, the metaphor of debt is employed to characterize the sin of humanity.

Matthew 6:12; 18:21-35; Luke 11:4

Enemies:

Borrowing from the social realm, the metaphor of a broken personal relationship is employed to characterize the sin of humanity.

Romans 5:10; 2 Corinthians 5:19-20; James 4:4
Criminals:

Borrowing from the legal realm, the metaphor of a condemned law-breaker is employed to characterize the sin of humanity.

John 3:18; Galatians 2:16; James 2:10-13; Romans 3:19

We are all debtors, enemies, and criminals because of our sin before God.  How can any of us approach God considering our pitiful state?

Jesus Christ on the Cross

Jesus Christ on the Cross is the solution to every problem of our sin.
When we are debtors, Jesus Christ is the guarantee and debt-payer.  

Colossians 2:13-14; Hebrews 7:22

When we are the enemies of God, Jesus Christ is the one who repairs the relationship (the mediator).

1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 12:24
When we are condemned criminals in the court of God, Jesus Christ is the one who has us reckoned just.

Romans 3:26; 5:1; Galatians 2:16; Colossians 2:13-14; James 2:23


The sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross is the central work in history that brings sinners to God…sinners who rest their faith in the Guarantee, the Mediator, and the Just One who suffered for the unjust.
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