Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 6: The Trinity and the Cross of Christ

 The revelation of God presents the integrated plan of God in history, based upon His revealed character and nature.  When one part of God’s revelation is ignored or rejected, other facets of His revelation will necessarily be affected adversely.  Like a disturbed house of cards, to reject one part of God’s revelation will take its toll on your ability to maintain the other parts of God’s revelation.  As such, all of God’s revelation is connected.  This principle is certainly true when considering God’s Triune nature and His salvation plans on the Cross.
The Trinity—One God, Three Persons
“God eternally exists as three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and each person is fully God, and there is one God.” (Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 226)
Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 1 Kings 8:60; Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19; John 1:1-2; 14:26; 17:24; Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 Timothy 2:5; 1 Peter 1:2; Jude 20-21


Since the One God has always existed as three persons, the Trinity was also present at the Cross.

God the Father at the Cross

God the Father is not the ‘angry’ person of the Trinity to which the Son had to plead for a grudging salvation for humanity.  In His love and grace, God (the Father) planned redemption prior to Creation and executed His redemptive plans in His Son, in agreement with the Son and the Holy Spirit.  At the Cross, God poured out His wrath upon the Son to lovingly bring the New Humanity to God.
Isaiah 53:10; Matthew 27:46; Luke 1:76-78; John 3:16; Romans 5:7-8; Ephesians 1:7-10; 2:4; 2 Timothy 1:9; 1 John 4:9-10
God the Son at the Cross

God the Son (Jesus Christ) is not the unwilling ‘whipping boy’ of God the Father, who submitted to God’s wrath on the Cross by force or even reluctantly.  There was no conflict between the persons of the Trinity (even in the Garden of Gethsemane).  In loving submission to the Father, God (the Son) bore the penalty for the sins of the world on the Cross in order to bring the New Humanity to God.
John 10:14-18; 15:13; 17:24; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:2, 25; Hebrews 10:5-10
God the Holy Spirit at the Cross

God the Holy Spirit is not the ‘absent’ person of the Trinity at the Cross.  The Holy Spirit empowered Jesus Christ in obedience during His life and ministry, even to the Cross.  Based upon the Son’s completed work at the Cross (planned by the entire Godhead before Creation), the Holy Spirit is the agent of salvation for the New Humanity, preserving them until the New Creation.
Matthew 3:16; Luke 4:1, 18-19; 24:49; John 16:7-15; Acts 10:38; Ephesians 1:13-14

The Trinity has been the orthodox understanding of God’s nature as revealed in Scripture since the earliest confessions of faith.  To jettison the Triune God (e.g. Oneness Pentecostals) not only means that you worship another god; to jettison the Triune God also means that you relinquish the saving efficacy of the Cross.  The Cross rests at the center of (the Triune) God’s plan to save humanity and Creation, and display the glory of (the Triune) God for all eternity through His salvation plans.  One God in three persons orchestrated and implemented the Cross.  One God in three persons graciously saves all who repent and believe in the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and thereby the Lordship of God.  According to the plan of God, Jesus Christ, the God-man, bore the curse of humanity to save a New Humanity.  The New Humanity’s salvation is summed up in their eternal fellowship with (the Triune) God.
