Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 5: The Nature of Christ on the Cross

 Who was this Jesus Christ who died on the Cross?  Does the answer to this question affect the value of His sacrifice on the Cross?  The biblical answer to the 1st question is ‘the God-man.’  The answer to the 2nd question is ‘absolutely.’  Only Jesus Christ as the God-man is sufficient to execute the plans of God on the Cross for the salvation of humanity and the salvation of Creation.
Fully God on the Cross
The uniform testimony of the New Testament is that Jesus Christ was (from all eternity) and is (for all eternity) fully God.
John 1:1; 1:18; 20:28; Romans 9:5; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8; 2 Peter 1:1; Matthew 3:3; Luke 1:43; 2:11; John 2:18-22; 8:58; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 22:13 (w/ 1:8)
Fully Human on the Cross
The uniform testimony of the New Testament is that Jesus Christ was (at the Incarnation) and is (for all eternity) fully human.
Matthew 1:20, 21; Luke 2:7; 2:40; Luke 2:52; John 4:6; Luke 23:26; Luke 24:39, 42; Acts 1:9;      John 12:27; 13:21; Matthew 26:38; 13:54-58
Jesus Christ was fully human, yet without sin.

Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22; John 1:29; 8:46; see also Jesus’ trial before Pilate
The Hypostatic Union on the Cross

Jesus Christ is one person made up of two natures (see Chalcedonian Creed and BF&M 2000).  This unification, yet preservation, of two distinct natures in one person is called the ‘hypostatic union.’  Both Jesus Christ’s divinity and (sinless) humanity were crucial elements in the substitution (among other biblical roles) that He would provide for His Church on the Cross.
• Jesus is fully human on the Cross so that He can represent humanity in full obedience (typified on the Cross) in place of Adam, who represents humanity in disobedience.  Similarly, Jesus is fully human so that He can represent humanity in sacrifice for sin.  All who trust in Christ’s perfect sacrifice no longer have Adam as their representative before God, but have Jesus (the 2nd Adam) as their representative.  The payment for sin that Christ achieved on the Cross is credited to the account of all who trust in Him. (Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:45, 47; Hebrews 2:16-17)
“As a human, he could bear human sins.” (Stott, The Cross of Christ)
• Jesus is fully human on the Cross so that He can be the firstborn of the redeemed of humanity.  Through His victory over sin and death on the Cross, Jesus receives His resurrection body.  So also, all who are found in Christ will receive their resurrection (human, yet glorified) body based upon the merit of the (God-)man Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:49; Colossians 1:18; 1 John 3:2)
• Jesus is fully human on the Cross so that He provides us an example of suffering in service. (1 Pet. 2:21)

• Jesus is fully God on the Cross so that the penalty he bore on the Cross would merit the salvation of all who ever put their trust in Him.  If He were simply a man, Jesus’ sacrifice would not be sufficient for the entire New Humanity.
• Jesus is fully God on the Cross to show us that salvation is wholly from God.  Only God can save us.

• Jesus is both fully God and fully man on the Cross so that He can be the one mediator between God and man.  With the two natures brought together in one person, Jesus now bridges the gap of enmity that exists between a perfectly holy God and a uniformly rebellious humanity. (1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Isaiah 9:6-7)


Jesus Christ was not ‘seemingly’ a man.  Jesus Christ was not ‘like’ God.  Jesus Christ is the One who has always been fully God, who became fully human, and who remains fully God and fully human for all eternity.  And this God-man redeemed the New Humanity by His precious blood on the Cross.
