Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 4: The Nature of God; the Nature of Humanity

At a fundamental level, why was the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross necessary in the plans of God for salvation?  The answer has two parts: the absolute majesty of God and the seriousness of humanity’s sinfulness (Stott, The Cross of Christ).  In other words, the Bible reveals to us that the Cross of Jesus Christ was necessitated by the nature of God and the nature of humanity.  
The Nature of God

The character of God is multifaceted.  God’s character is not some rule or law that is separate from Him or above Him.  His character consists of who He is.  He must be true to Himself, and act consistently with His own character.  There is no division of purpose in God.  The main character traits that necessitate the Cross are God’s righteousness (displayed in wrath) and God’s love (displayed in grace).  For God to be consistent with both of these traits, God planned and executed the Cross.

Righteousness of God

Righteousness is God’s need to be just and enact justice in all things.  Wrath is God’s appropriate reaction to injustice (“personal divine revulsion to evil”, Stott) that is not arbitrary or capricious.

-Genesis 18:22-19:29; Leviticus 19:15ff; Psalm 89:14; Proverbs 17:15; Romans 1:16-18 w/ 3:21ff
Love of God

Love is God’s intentioned desire for good for humanity and His tender, passionate care for humanity.  Grace is God’s love displayed to an undeserving and rebellious humanity (Stott).

Genesis 3:15, 21; 12:1-3; Exodus 34:6, 7; Isaiah 54:10; John 17:25, 26; Romans 5:5; 1 John 4:8
So where is the Cross?  We need one more piece of the puzzle.

The Nature of Humanity

Though created morally upright and in fellowship with God (Genesis 1-2), humanity has rebelled against God and His promises from the very beginning (Genesis 3).  Everyone has rebelled against God and His glory (Psalm 14:2-3; Romans 3:23).  Our injustice and unrighteousness demand the wrath of God according to the righteousness of God (Romans 1:18ff; 5:12, 18).  In His love, God desires the salvation of humanity.  How can God satisfy both His desire to save and His need for justice?
The Cross of Jesus Christ

God has satisfied His own just requirement and His desire to consider/reckon men and women just in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

-John 3:16; Romans 3:21-26; Galatians 3:13; Ephesians 1:7; 5:2; 1 John 4:10, etc.

The Cross of Jesus Christ is God’s plan to emphatically reveal His own character.  In Christ, God is revealed and glorified (John 12:20-28; 13:31, 32; 17:1).  The death of the perfectly righteous Son of God shows us that God’s righteousness is extremely important.  God’s righteousness required the high price of the death of the Son of God.  That is why belief in any other means of salvation is blasphemy.  
The death of the obedient Son of God shows us that our sin must be extremely horrible.  To dismiss lightly our sinfulness is to dismiss lightly the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Even Christians many times too easily dismiss our transgressions before God.

The death of the God/man shows us that God’s love is wonderful beyond comprehension.  In order to redeem a rebellious people unto Himself, God paid the price of sending the God/man to suffer and die.

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!...To him be glory forever.  Amen.” (Romans 11:33, 36)
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