Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 3: The Old Testament (Part 2)

Progressive revelation is the concept that God always has revealed his character and plans for creation and humanity truthfully, but has revealed these topics more fully as time has marched on.  Revelation itself is a product of the grace of God, and He is not obligated to reveal anything.  However, God has incrementally shown more of the truth to humanity through Scripture, culminating in the person and work of Jesus Christ.


God has progressively revealed the necessity and character of the Cross of Christ.  Beginning in Genesis 3:15 (see Week 2 lesson), the Old Testament lays the foundation for our understanding of God’s redemptive plans on the Cross.  This week we conclude our focus on the OT and the Cross.
Old Testament passages that point to the Cross

Ruth ( Boaz is the kinsman redeemer (Leviticus 25:23ff) of Ruth, and Naomi’s land, motivated by love and compassion to preserve their inheritance.  Christ is the redeemer of our inheritance who pays with His own blood, motivated by love and compassion for our bankrupt status, as our kinsman.
2 Samuel 7:14-16  ( God promises that the house (dynasty) of David will remain forever through his offspring.  God will be as a Father to this offspring.  When this offspring (Solomon, etc.) “commits iniquity,” God will discipline him but not remove his steadfast love.  Jesus is the ultimate fulfiller of this promise, though for Him, God disciplines Him with the rods and stripes of men not for His own sin, but for the sins of those who have faith in this Davidic Son.
2 Samuel 22:18-25 ( King David, though (relatively) righteous before God, still faced calamity at the hands of his enemies.  God delivered him from the hands of the unrighteous.  King Jesus is righteous in an absolute sense, and faced calamity at the hands of his enemies, even to the cross.  God delivered and vindicated Jesus from His enemies through His resurrection. (see also v47-51)
Psalm 22 ( Even the righteous King David was “scorned by mankind and despised by the people” (6).  He was mocked (7) and a subject of shame and ridicule (16-18).  Nevertheless, David trusted in God’s deliverance and God’s sovereign hand.  King Jesus, the perfectly righteous, was also forsaken by God for a time (1) but trusted the purposes of the sovereign Father.
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 ( The suffering servant of God will endure hardship for the purposes of God and for the sake of God’s people.  Jesus, the Suffering Servant, was “despised and rejected by men” (3) and the one who was “wounded for our transgressions.” (5)  Jesus bore “the chastisement that brought us peace.” (5)  “It was the will of the LORD to crush (Jesus).” (10)  And because of Jesus’ suffering, “he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted” (13) and “make many to be accounted righteous.” (11)
Jeremiah 31:34 ( God’s new covenant will deal with the humanity’s sin problem once and for all.  God “will forgive their iniquity, and…remember their sin no more.”
Jeremiah 33:17-18 ( God promises that a man will always be in His presence to offer the appropriate sacrifices due His glory.  Jesus “is the mediator of a new covenant” and now “has entered…into heaven itself…in the presence of God on our behalf.” (Hebrews 9:15, 23-24)  He offered the sacrifice of Himself and now sits at the right hand of the Father.

Ezekiel 16:62-63 ( God’s everlasting covenant will “atone for you for all that you have done.”
Ezekiel 36:22ff ( Under the new covenant, God will vindicate His holy name as well as clean His people from all of their uncleanness.  (Ezekiel 37:23; 39:27; cf. Romans 3:26)

Micah 7:19 ( God will actively remove the problem of our sinfulness in His grace and mercy.

Zechariah 12:10-13:1 ( Salvation and grace will come for those who look on “him whom they have pierced.”  They will be cleansed “from sin and uncleanness.”

Proverbs 17:15 ( It is an abomination to consider the wicked as righteous, and vice versa.  How can God vindicate His holy name AND forgive the sins of His people?

Enter the Cross of Jesus Christ…
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