Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 2: The Old Testament (Part 1)

Where do we go to find out about the Cross upon which Jesus died?  The Bible of course.  More specifically, we can turn to the four Gospel accounts of the crucifixion to find out about the events surrounding the death of Jesus Christ.  We even can turn to the letters and narratives in the New Testament to grow in our understanding about the significance of the Cross.  But are these the only books of the Bible that give an understanding of the Cross?  Are the Old Testament books silent on the Cross?

The answer to this question is ‘no.’  The Old Testament, as part of God’s revelation, has much to contribute to our understanding of the Cross, giving the Cross a context in God’s redemptive history.  God’s revelation in the Old Testament anticipates the need for a Cross and God’s plan for a Cross.
Old Testament passages that point to the Cross

Genesis 3:15 ( From the very beginning of humanity’s rebellion against God, God promised a defeat of the serpent (Satan) by an offspring (seed) of Eve.  The serpent would injure (bruise his heal) this offspring of Eve, but Eve’s offspring would fatally injure the serpent (bruise his head).  Neither Abel, Seth, nor any other OT patriarch was this offspring, for they all died.  But Jesus, though he endured the Cross, did not remain in the grave, defeating death and the serpent as the Offspring of Eve (and Adam; Luke 3:38).
Genesis 3:21 ( God initiated the first sacrifice to make provision for humanity.  A much greater sacrifice was needed to remedy our sin.

Genesis 4:3, 4 ( Already Cain and Abel knew of the need for sacrifice to have a right relationship with God.

Genesis 22 ( In His grace and mercy, God provides a substitute for the death that we deserve.
Exodus 12 ( The righteous judgment of God can be avoided with the sacrifice of a “lamb…without blemish.” (5)  When God sees the blood of this lamb, He “will pass over” those who identify with it.

Exodus 24:3-8 ( God gives a sign of His covenant relationship with His people through the blood of a sacrifice (Hebrews 9:18-20)
Exodus 29 ( The mediator (priest) between God and humanity must be consecrated, pure, and devoted.  This human mediator had to have a sacrifice made on his own behalf.  Would one come who did not require purification from sin?
Leviticus 16 ( A substitute was necessary for the sins of God’s holy people.  One goat suffered the deserved death.  One goat suffered the deserved removal from God’s gracious presence.

Leviticus 17:11 ( “The life of the flesh is in the blood…given…for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.”

Leviticus 25:23ff ( The law made provision for a relative (kinsman-redeemer) to purchase back the tribal inheritance of one who relinquished it in his poverty.  The relative would pay the price that was owed to preserve the inheritance given by God.

Numbers 19:1-2 ( The sacrifice must be “without defect, in which there is no blemish.”

Deuteronomy 21:18-21 ( The stubborn and rebellious son is deserving of death.  Israel is God’s “firstborn son.” (Exodus 4:22-23).  Though Israel (and all of humanity) is deserving of death, God brought death on His perfectly obedient Son as a substitute for humanity’s rebelliousness.
Deuteronomy 21:22-23 ( A man hung on a tree is “cursed by God.”

Deuteronomy 28 ( The obedient people of God are given blessings under the covenant.  The disobedient people of God are given curses.  Only the grace of God can initiate curses on the obedient Son for the blessing of the disobedient ones.


Even God’s covenant people, Israel, continued to rebel against God in their stubbornness and hardness of heart.  Would humanity ever find newness and an enduring reconciliation with the Righteous God?  “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” Hebrews 9:22
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