Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 1: Introduction
If you could not speak and you had to identify yourself as a Christian as quickly as possible, what symbol would you use?  What symbol has Christianity used throughout its history to identify itself?

Draw this symbol here: _____________________


Because this symbol is common throughout all periods of Christian history, and has even become trite in our popular culture, we often forget how unlikely a symbol it is to represent our faith.  For those who quivered under the shadow of its original function, this symbol did not represent peace, security, forgiveness, glory, or sentimentality.  It represented fear, shame, agony, cursedness, and death.  Indeed, “the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  That is why followers of Christ “preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.” (1 Corinthians 1:18, 23)  Because Christ ascended Golgotha, the cross is now a sign of the glory of God, and reconciliation with God for those found in Christ.

“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2)
Write down why Jesus Christ on the cross is so important:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

The cross of Jesus Christ is of course central to:

-our personal salvation and reconciliation with God 
(examine the words of “The Power of the Cross” by Keith and Kristyn Getty on the handout)
And also:

-the plan of God for all of human history and all of creation

-revealing the character of God in grace and judgment

-revealing the character of God regarding His triune nature

-revealing how Christians should live

-securing all the promises of God recorded throughout the OT
-understanding the nature of God’s dealings with Israel and all of humanity
-racial reconciliation

-etcetera

Some Scripture on the centrality of the cross: Luke 24:27, 44-47; Galatians 6:14; Colossians 1:19-20; Matthew 10:38; Romans 6:6; Galatians 2:19-20
Over the next few months, we will examine the many facets of the glory of Christ on the cross.  Christ ascended Golgotha 2000 years ago, in this apex of history, as the God/man to bring to fruition all of God’s plans for history and creation.  Let us ascend Golgotha with Him through the Word of God so that we may better understand not only salvation but also the majesty of God revealed in the cross.
By Pastor Derrick Ousley
First Baptist Church
