Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History

Week 19: The Cross and the Final Judgment

One of the most unpopular, yet most consistent, teachings of the Bible is the final judgment to come.  The character of God and the rebellion of humanity require a final reckoning before the entrance into the New Creation.  Is there a hope that anyone can approach the Throne of Judgment with confidence and without fear?  Only with Christ of the Cross as his Advocate. 
The Surety of the Judgment
Matthew 10:15; 12:36; 25:31-46; Acts 17:30, 31; 24:25; Romans 2:5; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-9; Hebrews 6:2; 10:26, 27; 2 Peter 2:9; Jude 5, 6; Revelation 20:11-15

The promise of final judgment, with its roots in the Old Testament, is consistently taught in the New Testament by various biblical authors.  Humanity’s rebellion against an infinitely holy God cannot go unpunished indefinitely.  All of humanity is called to expect a final reckoning before our holy, Creator God.
Christ of the Cross as Judge
John 5:25-27; Acts 10:42; 17:31; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Timothy 4:1; 1 John 2:1, 2

As the Risen and Victorious Lord of Creation, Jesus Christ will execute the final judgment for the Father, judging humanity for their rebellion against God.  For some, Christ will not only be their Judge but also be their Advocate.
No Fear of Judgment at the Cross
John 5:24; Romans 8:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:11-15 

Those who are found in Jesus Christ through faith and repentance have no need to fear the final judgment.  Though by nature children of wrath, those found in Christ are clothed in His righteousness and have had their penalty for sin paid on the Cross.  They can trust in the Good News that their names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  A true Christian has passed from (eternal) death to (eternal) life.
Rewards for the New Creation at Judgment
Luke 19:17, 19; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:9, 10

The Bible seems to indicate that though they do not have to fear judgment (and eternal punishment), Christians will be rewarded in varying degrees according to their faithfulness to Christ on this earth with the resources they are given.  One possibility for this reward for Christians is the level of authority that one receives in the New Heaven and New Earth.  Christians should always be diligent in pleasing God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.  Nevertheless, all Christians will be eternally satisfied in the grace of Christ because of the perfect work of Christ on the Cross.  

The final judgment is real, and is strong motivation to be found in Christ ourselves and to spread the Gospel passionately to those around us.  Christians do not have to fear this judgment because of their inclusion in the propitiatory work of Christ through faith.  In the shadow of the Cross, Christians can strive for obedience out of love for Christ, absent of the fear of judgment.
