Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History

Week 18: God’s Sovereignty over Evil at the Cross

The 20th Century saw some of the most horrific tragedies stemming from the evil acts of humanity (e.g. Communist Soviet Union, Auschwitz, World Wars, the Killing Fields of Cambodia).  That tragedy has continued into the 21st Century through terrorism and genocide.  More personally, each of us has experienced tragedy as a result of the evil actions of others or even ourselves.  Where is God in this tragedy?  Is God still in control in the midst of these evil acts?  The Cross of Jesus Christ is God’s ultimate proclamation that He produces joy and righteousness even through evil.
Biblical Examples of God’s Sovereignty over Evil
Gen. 45:4-8; 50:15-21; 1 Sam. 8:4-9, 19-22 (w/ 2 Sam.7:12-13); Isa. 10:5ff; 45:5-7; John 17:12; Acts 21-28; Jam. 1:13-15

The Old Testament is an intricate landscape of God’s sovereignty on display to redeem a people for Himself and glorify His name.  Some examples include the preservation of Israel through the jealously of Joseph’s brothers, the raising up of a Kingly Messiah through an ill-conceived line of kings, and the punishment of the wicked Assyrians who were themselves used as the punishing rod of God for Israel.  The New Testament continues this display of God’s sovereignty through examples like Judas Iscariot’s betrayal and the spreading of the Gospel through Paul’s imprisonment.  God accomplishes His gracious purposes through the evil actions of people, while never evil Himself in being or action.
The Cross as the Prime Example of God’s Sovereignty over Evil
Isaiah 53:10; Luke 18:31-33; 22:37; 24:44ff; Acts 2:22-24; 4:23-28

The prime example of God accomplishing His sovereign and gracious purposes through the evil actions of people is the Cross of Jesus Christ.  It was always God’s purposes to provide a Substitute for the sins of humanity, and this was accomplished through the unrighteous deeds of both Jews and Romans.  Though the events surrounding the Cross of Jesus Christ were never outside the hands of God, the people involved were culpable for their sinful actions.  Through the most evil deed of crucifying the innocent Son of God as a criminal, God accomplished His most gracious purpose of redeeming a New Humanity.
God’s Sovereignty over this World and our Lives
Romans 8:28-39; Revelation

God’s control of the evil actions of humanity continues today.  Because He is in control of all things, God gives the specific promise to work His good for those redeemed by the blood of the Cross.  Since He did not spare His own Son, He certainly will give us all things by His grace.  As a result of the most evil action of humanity, God has subdued evil and will usher in the New Creation for His New Humanity where evil exists no more.

How have the evil actions of people (others, or yourself) changed your life irrevocably?  The Cross is God’s supreme testimony to the fact that all evil actions serve the purposes of God for His glory and for His redeemed people.  If you are in Christ, God transforms evil to good for you.  In the shadow of the Cross, you can trust God in all circumstances to work for your good in Christ.
