Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History

Week 17: The Cross and Global Missions

The center of missions, both locally and globally, is the Cross.  God’s intentions for the cross are global.  If the people of God want to participate in God’s plans to spread His Kingdom globally, they must stand upon the power and authority of the Christ of the Cross alone.
God’s Global Purpose for the Cross
John 10:14-16; 11:51, 52; Revelation 5:9, 10

The success of the Christian missionary movement, both Southern Baptist and otherwise, rests upon the intention of God to redeem a New Humanity from the nations.  God’s purpose centers upon Jesus’ willing sacrifice on the Cross to call His sheep unto Himself.
With Jesus’ Authority as His Ambassadors
Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21
The Christian Commission to “make disciples of all nations” rests upon the authority of the crucified and risen Christ.  Though we have no authority on our own, Christians can boldly proclaim the Gospel as “ambassadors for Christ” so that a world might be reconciled to God through Christ.
Staying ‘On Message’ in Missions
1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:1-5; Romans 1:16; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Though Christian missions will involve various activities and take on several forms, the message of Christian missions is singular: the Cross of Christ.  Though folly to many, the message of a crucified Christ always remains the “power of God” in bringing a New Humanity to Himself.  As ambassadors, we must only bring the Word from the King.
The Effectiveness of Suffering Ambassadors
John 12:23-26; Galatians 5:10-12; Ephesians 3:1, 13; 6:18-20; Colossians 1:24-26; 2 Timothy 2:8-10

The objective of missions will never be reached by a display of our power, but only the power of the Cross.  Paul is a prime example, not an exception.
“The place of suffering in service and of passion in mission is hardly ever taught today.  But the greatest single secret of evangelistic or missionary effectiveness is the willingness to suffer and die.  It may be death to popularity (by faithfully preaching an unpopular biblical gospel), or to pride (by the use of modest methods in reliance on the Holy Spirit), or to racial and national prejudice (by identification with another culture), or to material comfort (by adopting a simple lifestyle).  But the servant must suffer if he is to bring light to the nations, and the seed must die if it is to multiply.” –John Stott, The Cross of Christ, 313
The Assurance of God’s Victory through Us
John 6:37-40; Revelation 5:9, 10


The Global Christian Mission will be victorious.  But not because of our ingenuity or our power.  The Kingdom of God will expand to all nations because of the divine love between the Father and the Son and because of the power of God to affect His plan.  Jesus has revealed His success.  John has seen His success.  God will be successful.  

Will we participate in the victorious plans of God in obedience?  Will we charge forward in the power of the Cross?
