Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History

Week 16: Suffering with Christ, Reigning with Christ

We have already discussed the biblical teaching that Christ is an example for us on the Cross by demonstrating the path of suffering that leads to victory and new life with Christ (Week 12).  Suffering for the sake of Christ also points to the promise of reigning along with Christ in the New Creation as well.  Though our curiosity concerning details may not be satisfied, the Bible teaches us that all Christians will reign as kings in the New Creation for eternity.
The Apostles Reign With Christ

Matthew 19:28; 20:20-28; Luke 22:29-30; Ephesians 2:20; Revelation 21:14

The most prominent passages concerning saints ruling along with Christ address the apostles of the early church.  The (Jewish) apostles had a strong belief that God would establish His kingdom.  Though misguided at times, their belief was strongly rooted in God’s promises.  Jesus promised that He was ushering in the Kingdom of God, and that His apostles would reign with Him.  Would the apostles be the only ones to reign?
All the Suffering Saints Reign With Christ
2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 3:21; 1 Corinthians 4:6-13; see also Romans 8:17
All believers in Christ have the promise that if they follow Christ, even through suffering, they will reign with Him in the New Heavens and New Earth.  God has not revealed many details about what this reign will look like, but Christians have the hope of being kings through suffering and service…under the Kings of Kings, Christ of the Cross.
God Fulfills His Promise to Restore a Reigning Humanity
Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15, 19-20; 3:17-19;  Exodus 19:5-6; Daniel 7:18, 27; 1 Peter 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 22:5

God’s promise of kingship for the New Humanity restores humanity’s intended authority over creation that was lost in the Garden of Eden, as well as fulfills the promises of God throughout redemptive history.  God through His Messianic King, His New Adam, is creating a people who will rule and have full access to God as priests.
Reigning With Christ Involves Judging With Christ
1 Corinthians 6:2; Revelation 2:26-27; 19:14

Though God has not revealed many of the details of the New Humanity’s reign in the New Creation, we do surmise that Creation will once again be in full submission to Jesus, the God-man, and its benevolent human rulers.  We also know that the New Humanity will help Christ conquer and judge before the New Creation is even established.

The suffering and abased Christ of the Cross is highly exalted at the right hand of the Father and even now waits to usher in His Kingdom fully at His return.  Those who are found righteous in Christ and suffer for His sake in this age have the promise that they also will reign as kings in the New Heaven and New Earth.  God will restore through the exalted Christ and His New Humanity what humanity forsook in the Garden.  The shadow of the Cross triumphantly transforms into a shadow of a throne.
