 Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 15: The Cross and Race Relations

There is almost no topic that will get people ‘hot under the collar’ like the discussion of race and racism.  America (along with many other nations) has had a long history of dealing with race.  In our contemporary setting, this discussion has resurfaced primarily around our recent election of an African-American President.  What is the role of race for the Christian from a biblical perspective?
God’s Distinctive People

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 3:10; Deuteronomy 7:6-11

Long ago, God set apart a distinctive ethnic people to display His glory, and it was not Caucasians (or any other powerful ethnic group).  God set apart the seed of Abraham, the Jews.  God dwelt among the Jews because of His own gracious purposes, not because they (or any other race) were inherently righteous.
God’s ‘People’ As A Light to the ‘Nations’
Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; Psalm 22:27; Jeremiah 4:2
Though God’s distinctive people, the Jews, were to remain separate for purposes of holiness, God always planned to use his people to bring His glory to all the nations (tribal/ethnic groups; not geopolitical groups).  Though the Jews, like all other nations, continued to fall into idolatry and apostasy, God has brought His glory to the nations through the True Israel, Jesus Christ, the seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:16)
The ‘People’ and the ‘Nations’ United in Sin

Romans 3:23 (w/ Romans 1-2)

The human response both to Creation and God’s Law reveals that God’s distinctive people (the Jews) and the nations (all other ethnic groups) are sinners that “fall short of the glory of God.”  Paul’s primary argument in Romans 1-3 shows that both Jews and the nations need a Redeemer, namely Jesus Christ.  All ethnic groups fall under the condemnation of God by nature.
The ‘People’ and the ‘Nations’ United in Christ of the Cross

John 10:16; 11:51; Acts 15:8; Rom. 10:12-13; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:11-17; Col. 3:11; Rev. 5:9ff

All nations stand condemned under God because of rebellion.  Jesus Christ has come from the Father to save ‘a distinctive people’ from every nation (ethnic group) by his blood.  This new ‘holy nation’ (1 Peter 2:9) will display the glory of God, but must not display preference based on race.  Our standing before God is determined by our faith in the person and work of Christ, not our melanin content.  Therefore, in the shadow of the Cross, our standing before each other must discriminate based only on the presence of faith in Christ.
Racial Discrimination an Affront to the Gospel

Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 24:46-47; Galatians 2:11-14


Our commission to spread the Gospel extends to all nations (ethnic groups), to bring the inclusion of all nations.  To discriminate in the body of Christ based on ethnicity/race is an affront to the free grace that is given to us through the Cross.  No race has an inherent standing before God; all individuals, no matter their race, can only stand before God by grace in Christ.
Race Relations in View of the Cross

Matters to consider in light of the Cross:
The racial composition of our churches (while accepting cultural differences)

Interracial marriage among Christians


Cultural differences vs. stereotypes and pre-judgments


The racial distinctiveness of Jesus in His humanity (anti-Semitism is an affront to Jesus, the Jew)

Racism hinders the Great Commission
