 Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 14: The Cross and the Church Ordinances

The church that Jesus Christ has established has been given two ordinances that are to be maintained until the return of Christ.  These two ordinances (or observances), baptism and the Lord’s Supper, have many facets for believers.  New life.  Faithful living.  Forgiveness.  Anticipation.  But at the center of both of these ordinances stands the Cross of Jesus Christ.  Both ordinances remind believers, and the church as a unit, that we only stand upon the foundation of Christ crucified…from beginning to end.
The Cross and Believer’s Baptism

Romans 6:1-5; Colossians 2:6-12

Upon confession of Christ as Lord unto the forgiveness of sins, a new Christian is called to publicly identify with Christ through believer’s baptism (by immersion).  One major aspect of this baptism is that it symbolizes the believer’s identification with the Christ in his death.  The new believer has died to his old self through the death of Christ on the Cross so that he can be raised to new life just as Christ is raised to new life.  This divine act of course only is true for the one who displays faith in Christ.  The Cross is not only the death of Christ, but also the death of the old (i.e. fleshly, worldly, sinful) self of all found in Christ.

Notice that Paul mentions this aspect of baptism in Romans to highlight the fact that a believer should not go on intentionally sinning because of grace, for the believer has died to sin.  In Colossians, Paul mentions this aspect of baptism to highlight the fact that believers must walk in Christ in faith; specifically, believers must not be taken captive by human philosophy.  In summary, we have died with Christ, we began new life with Christ, and we must continue in faith in Christ.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross is highlighted at baptism.

The Cross and the Lord’s Supper
Luke 22:14-20 (w/ Ex. 12; Matt. 26:26ff; Mark 14:22ff; John 6:52ff); 1 Corinthians 10:14-17; 11:23-26 
Upon repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and upon identification with Him in believer’s baptism, a Christian has the privilege and responsibility to identify with his congregation and display his faithfulness to Christ through the Lord’s Supper.  Partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine symbolizes the Christian’s continued dependence upon the sacrifice of Christ for life and faithfulness.
Through Christ’s blood and flesh (sacrifice), we are included in God’s new covenant of redemption for humanity.  Christ on the Cross is our Passover Lamb that must always be remembered until His return.  Since we all partake of the one bread and one cup, we are all united in Christ.  Through the Lord’s Supper we “proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”  Through the Lord’s Supper, we continue to proclaim that only through faith in Christ and his shed blood and broken flesh on the Cross can humanity be reconciled to the living God.

Though baptism does not bring regeneration or remission of sin to the believer, baptism certainly brings spiritual benefit.  The blessing of God’s favor in obedience is present.  The joy of public profession of one’s faith is present.  The blessing of an emboldened faith is present.  And a public testimony to the power of the Gospel is also present for all who witness this public identification with Christ in His death and His resurrection.

Though the Lord’s Supper does not involve the actual partaking of Christ’s blood and flesh, nor does it involve the infusion of God’s grace, the Lord’s Supper also brings spiritual benefit.  The Lord’s Supper teaches the much needed unity of believers.  The Lord’s Supper reminds us of Christ’s love for us.  The Lord’s Supper reminds us to be faithful to Him.  And the Lord’s Supper proclaims the necessity of the Lord’s death for the salvation of sinners, and that we have placed our hope only in His sacrifice on the Cross.
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