 Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 13: The Cross and the Christ’s Church

We often think in individualistic terms when it comes to our spiritual life.  Our last lesson on “The Christian Life” may serve to reinforce this tendency.  Though Christ has come to redeem individuals from sin and death, he is doing so in the context of community…the community called ‘the church.’  Though everything said in last week’s lesson also applies to the church, the church deserves a separate lesson in relation to the Cross.  Christ endured the Cross for His church.
Established by Christ on the Cross

Galatians 1:2-4; Ephesians 2:11-22; 5:25-32; Colossians 1:21, 22; 1 Peter 1:1, 2

Jesus Christ gave himself up on the Cross out of love to deliver His church from their sin, to deliver His church from this present evil age, to bring those far off into His church, and to reconcile His church to Himself…all by His own blood.  Jesus has always had in mind the redemption of His entire church, His Bride.
Purified by the Christ of the Cross
Ephesians 5:25-32; Colossians 1:21, 22; Titus 2:14; Revelation 21:1-2, 9-11 

Jesus Christ gave himself up for His Bride in order to set her apart and purify her through the power of His own sacrifice.  At His coming, His Bride will be presented to Him “in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.”  Jesus has always had in mind the purification of His entire church, His Bride.
Follows the Example of Christ on the Cross
Ephesians 5:1, 2 (see Rom. 14:15; 1 Cor. 8:11); Philippians 2:1-8; Titus 2:14; Revelation 2:8-11 

Jesus Christ does not just provide an individualistic example for isolated Christians.  His example is for Christians who live in His redeemed and sanctified community, the church.  As Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, so also we must love one another, as those for whom Christ died.  As Christ took on humility in order to love us (even to the Cross), so also we must be clothed in humility with each other.  As Christ performed good works out of obedience to the Father (even unto death), so also we must be a people zealous for good works in community.  As Christ suffered and died in order to be glorified, so also we must suffer as a church in order to receive the crown of life (the crown, which is eternal life).
Worships the Christ of the Cross
Revelation 5:6-10; 21:3ff

Jesus Christ is highly exalted as the God/man because of His triumphant humility and sacrifice on the Cross.  Even now the heavenly hosts and the departed saints (24 elders) worship “the Lamb standing, as though it had been slain.”  We must not wait for Heaven or the New Creation to worship the Lamb.  May we even now, as the purchased Bride of Christ, worship Jesus Christ who was slain to purchase a people for His own possession.

Jesus Christ has redeemed His church by His own blood.  We are to live in the community of the saints.  In community, Jesus Christ will purify us by His Spirit.  In community, we can live out the example of Jesus Christ.  In community, we can worship the Lamb who has placed us in community by His own blood.  By His sacrifice on the Cross, even now Jesus Christ is forming His New Humanity in a visible manner through His church.
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