 Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 12: The Cross and the Christian Life

The Cross is not just the center of all creation, history, and God’s purposes.  The Cross also must be at the center of our lives as Christians.  At the Cross, Christians find an example for living, are empowered for that living, and find an entirely new life in which to live.
The Example of Christ on the Cross

Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 12:3-4; 1 Peter 2:19-21

Though Christ on the Cross is much more than an example for living (e.g. a propitiation, a victor over evil), he is not less than an example for living.  On the Cross, Christ gloriously displays how we should live as followers of Him.

On the Cross (and in His life), Christ gives an example of humility, lowliness, and costly love.  He gives us an example of endurance that focuses on the hope of God in the future.  He gives us an example of how God works especially through our sufferings.
The Power found at the Cross
John 14:15-19; Acts 1:8; Galatians 2:20; 5:22-25

On the basis of Christ’s death on the Cross, Christians now have Christ, through His Spirit, empowering us to service and good works.
The New Life found at the Cross
Mark 8:34-35; Romans 6:6; 2 Corinthians 5:15-17; Galatians 2:20; 6:14-15; Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14; Matthew 5:16


At the Cross, Christ died for the remission of sins.  Christians also die, in Christ, to our old selves so that we can be raised to new life in Christ.  We are no longer enslaved to sin, but are slaves to Christ who live for Him in all things by faith.  God, through Christ, has set before us good works by His providence, and we are to live out those good works zealously.  To the praise of our Father in Heaven.

Christ did not just die on the Cross to save us from death.  He also saves us to new life.  This new life will involve suffering, victory, and even victory through suffering.  This new life will be fueled by the power found through the Spirit of Christ as we “walk in the Spirit.”  This new life can only be found as we die to ourselves (daily) and live unto Christ (daily).  This new life will entail boasting of Christ in His eternality, His incarnation, His life, His resurrection, His exaltation, His return, and even His death on the Cross.  Only through our proclamation of His good news can we see others find an example, power, and a new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  To the glory of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.
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