 Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 11: The Cross and God’s Covenants

“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes.  For all the promises of God find their Yes in him.  That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.” 
--2 Corinthians 1:19, 20

All the promises of God find their fulfillment (Yes!) in Jesus Christ our Lord.  One major way that God has declared His promises is through His covenants with His people.  These solemn oaths to establish a relationship between His people and Him promise blessings of various kinds.  All of these covenants are tied together through the New Covenant in Christ, established by the blood of Christ.
The Creation Covenant -- Genesis 1:26-30; 2:15-17; Philippians 2:5-10; Revelation 21-22

Though explicit covenant language is not used in Genesis 1-2, Hosea 6:7 would seem to indicate to us that God established a covenant with Adam (and humanity) at Creation.  God established humanity’s dominion over the earth and their continued success in being fruitful on the condition that they not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Adam (and humanity) failed.

Jesus Christ establishes dominion over the earth as the God/man through His perfect obedience even to the Cross, and His payment for sin on the Cross.  Through the people that Jesus purchases, the New Humanity (under Christ) will once again “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.”
The Noahic Covenant -- Genesis 8:20-9:17; Colossians 1:19-20; 2 Peter 3:10ff
 

After the flood, God promises humanity and creation never to destroy the earth by “the waters of the flood” again.  The sea/chaos will never overtake the earth again.  God also reaffirms Genesis 1:26-30.

Jesus Christ has come to redeem humanity and the earth through His sacrifice on the Cross.  At His return, Jesus will purify creation through fire but not destroy the earth through flood. 

The Abrahamic Covenant -- Genesis 12:1ff; 15:1ff; 17:1ff; Rev. 21-22; Romans 4:1ff; Ephesians 1:3ff

God promised Abram/Abraham land, progeny as the stars of the sky, and blessing through the covenant that He established and reaffirmed with him.  

Though fulfilled in a fleeting way through Israel of the OT, Jesus Christ ultimately fulfilled these promises.  Jesus purchases and established the New Creation; Jesus purchases the sons of Abraham who are characterized by the faith of Abraham; Jesus gives His people all spiritual blessings in the heavenly places.  The Cross stands at the center of His accomplishment.
The Sinai Covenant – Genesis 19; 24; 34; Deuteronomy 28; Matt. 5:17ff; Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:4ff

God sets His (Abrahamic) covenant people apart by calling them to follow the Law, which reflects His character.  With that Law come promised blessings for obedience and promised curses for disobedience.  Israel fails to remain a distinct people unto the Lord (the curse of exile).

Jesus fulfilled all of the Law through His faithful obedience to the Father, yet suffered the covenant curses on the Cross to save a distinct people set apart by the Holy Spirit of God.
The Davidic Covenant – 2 Samuel 7; 1 Chronicles 17; Matthew 1:1; Philippians 2:5-10
God promised to establish the eternal throne of the house/dynasty of David, giving him a blessed name, rest from his enemies, and an eternal rule.  The line of David seemed to be broken through disobedience, but…

Jesus Christ, the eternal son of David, has set up His throne through the path of the Cross.  He has the name that is above every name.  He establishes eternal rest for His people.  He has an eternal rule.
The New Covenant – Jeremiah 31:31ff; Ezekiel 36:22ff; Hebrews 1:1-2; Ephesians 2:8ff 

God promised a new covenant that would be established in the last days.

Through the sacrifice of Christ, now the people of God have the law within them through the Spirit of Christ.  Through Christ, God forgives their iniquity.  Through Christ, the Spirit dwells within them.  Through Christ, all the covenants of God are established for those who have a faith birthed and secured by God.  All the promises of God are indeed, Yes and Amen in Christ.
