 Ascending Golgotha to the Apex of History
Week 10: The Cross and the ReNewed Creation

Have things always been like they are now?  Will things always remain like they are now?  The Bible tells us that the answer to both questions is an emphatic ‘No!’  The world has not always been in disarray.  The world will not always remain in disarray.  As things used to be, so they will be again…only better.  Things will be better because of Christ on the Cross.
Creation by God

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth…And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.”  God made humanity in His own image and gave them dominion over the earth.  After putting them in the Garden of Eden, He commanded them not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Humanity was commanded to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion.”
Genesis 1:1, 27, 28, 31; 2:15, 16
De-Creation through Sin

Both Adam and Eve disobeyed the command of God and “hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God.”  Because of humanity’s dominion over the earth, their rebellion brought a curse and judgment (de-creation) upon humanity and the earth. 
Genesis 3:8, 14ff (cf. Ch. 6) 

Prophecy of the New Creation (Re-Creation) in the OT

Though humanity’s and the world’s cursed state seemed irreversible, God promised a time when He would bring about a restoration (re-creation) to both His humanity and His creation…through the ‘shoot’ and the ‘root’ of Jesse.
Isaiah 11:1-10; 65:17ff; 66:22; Jeremiah 31:31ff; Ezekiel 36:26-30
Blazing the Trail for the New Creation on the Cross

God “became flesh and dwelt among us” in Jesus Christ, who is the “son of David…the son of Adam, the son of God.”  He lived a perfectly obedient life (unlike Adam), became a ‘curse’ on the Cross for humanity (and creation), and was raised from the dead in vindication of His completed work of redemption.  As such, Jesus Christ solved the problem of humanity’s rebellion (alienation and de-creation), and was raised in His resurrected body as the first born and first fruit of the New Humanity and New Creation that He has bought.
Luke 3:31-38; John 1:14; Romans 8:20-21; 1 Corinthians 15:17, 20-23; Galatians 3:13; Colossians 1:15, 20; Hebrews 4:15
The Inaugurated New Creation in the Church

Even now, Christ’s New Creation has been inaugurated (introduced) through His Church, the new people of God that have new hearts for a new life under the new covenant of God.



Luke 22:20; John 11:25-26; Romans 7:6; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15; Ephesians 2:15; 4:20-24; Colossians 3:9-10; Hebrews 9:15; 10:19-20; 1 Peter 1:3
A Completely ReNewed Creation under Christ

What has been inaugurated even now in Christ will one day be consummated when the New Adam returns to usher in the New Creation/Eden populated by His New (Resurrected) Humanity.

Romans 6:5; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; 2 Peter 3:8-13; Revelation 21:1ff

Through the righteousness, obedience, and perfections of Christ, humanity and creation will be completely restored.  But things will not simply be ‘as they once were.’  Humanity and Creation will be enriched and better off, for now we will see the excellence of God’s love, grace, and holiness as displayed in His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who bled on a Cross for us.  
Revelation 21:22, 23
